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TOUR OF BRITAIN  
COMING THROUGH LEISTON 
FRIDAY 8

TH
 SEPTEMBER  

 
Just after three oôclock on Friday 8 September the top names in men's 
cycling will be racing through the town on their way to the finish of Stage 
6 at Aldeburgh. 
 
There will be a large screen TV in the Old Post Office Square for 
residents to follow the race as it comes through Framlingham, Wickham 
Market and Saxmundham entering Leiston down Waterloo Avenue, 
crossing into Main Street before negotiating the bumps in the High Street 
as they streak out toward Aldeburgh. Residents will then be able to 
watch them race to the line at about 3.20 pm on the big screen. 
 
See inside for the activities and events being organised for the race. 
Also insideðThe old Garretts Engineering Works get togetheré. 

Sir Bradley Wiggins and the other riders coming through Leiston on the previous visit of the Tour in 2012 

Photo  courtesy of Chris Betson 
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CHAIRMANôS COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Welcome to the Summer edition of the 
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Newsletter. 
At the Annual General Meeting of Leiston 
cum Sizewell Town Council in May, I was re
-elected as Chairman for 2017/18. 
Councillor John Last was also re-elected as 
Vice-Chairman.  Following the County 
Council elections, the Town Council 
welcomed County Councillor Russ Rainger 
to our June meeting and in July, welcomed 
Freda Casagrande to her first meeting as a 
town councillor.  
The timing of the last newsletter was in the 
main to help advertise Leistonôs Big 
Weekend at the end of May. This event was 
a great success and on behalf of the Town 
Council I would like to congratulate all the organisers involved in the 
various events which made up the programme for the first Leistonôs Big 
Weekend. It offered a wide range of stalls, attractions, activities and 
entertainment. It was wonderful to see large numbers of the community 
and visitors to the area coming along to enjoy the events.  I was also 
very pleased to be invited to open the Vintage Family Day on the 
Victory Road Recreation Ground and to take part in some of the 
judging and presentation of the prizes. I know the hard work and 
commitment involved in putting on these events and sincerely thank 
everyone for making it such a special weekend for Leiston. 
You will see from the front cover that the timing of this newsletter is to 
advertise the 2017 Tour of Britain bike race which is coming through 
Leiston on Friday 8

th
 September. We are the sixth stage which starts at 

Newmarket and finishes in Aldeburgh. There is to be live national 
television coverage of the race and I hope you will come along not only 
to support the riders but to highlight Leiston. You may even see 
yourself on the óbig screenô that is being organised to show the race as 
it comes through our area. 
One of the major proposals of the Neighbourhood Plan was the 
regeneration of the town centre. This, along with other key issues, has 
been taken on board by Leiston Together which is a partnership 
comprising representatives of the Town Council, Suffolk Coastal District 
Council and Leiston & District Community Partnership. To assist with 
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this work the services of Navigus Planning, who produced Leistonôs 
Neighbourhood Plan, have been acquired to produce the feasibility 
study and masterplan necessary for the town centre scheme to 
progress. 
The Leiston Together Partnership have also been successful in 
securing a bid for over Ã9,000 funding towards the running of a 
Dementia Project in Leiston. The role of a Project Officer is currently 
being advertised.   
The Town Council have recently been considering the County 
Councilôs offer to take on the newest centre section of the old Middle 
School building in Waterloo Avenue for community use and have 
agreed, in principle, that we would be willing to take possession of the 
site. Councillors have had the opportunity to visit the site and 
negotiations will take place with the County Council to discuss all the 
implications involved, if the Council were to take up this offer. 
Improvements continue to be made to our green open spaces. The 
installation of new play equipment at King Georges Recreation Ground 
has been completed and new vehicle and pedestrian gates have 
recently been installed to the sports area. An article in the last 
newsletter unfortunately only resulted in two responses to the 
Councilsô request for suggestions on how the sports area might be 
developed. The Council, after consulting with Leiston Youth Football 
Club and a number of young people have decided as a first stage to 
mark out a 7 v 7 football pitch and to install goals.   
 
It has also been decided to 
apply from the S106 Sports 
Fund held by Suffolk Coastal 
District Council for three 
shelters, the same as the one in 
the skatepark. One to replace 
the shelter in the small 
childrenôs play area and another 
near the BMX track in King 
Georges Avenue Recreation 
Ground. A further shelter to be 
installed near the boules area 
on the Victory Road Recreation 
Ground. 

éééééé.continued on page 9 
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TOUR OF BRITAIN  
GET INVOLVED 

 
Leading up to the race itself there are the following activities: 
 
Window Dressing Competition 
 
There is a district wide competition in Suffolk Coastal where the 
shops and community spaces are asked to decorate their window to 
welcome the Tour. Anyone wanting to take part needs to email 
economicservices@eastsuffolk.gov.uk to let them know they want to 
be considered in the competition which will be judged on Wednesday 
30th and Thursday 31st August by Cllr TJ Haworth-Culf and Cllr 
Geoff Holdcroft. The winning window will win two tickets to the VIP 
hospitality in Aldeburgh on the 8th September to see the race finish. 
 
Bike Trail 
To enthuse people about the Tour of Britain coming Suffolk Coastal 
have developed seven cartoon bikes to represent seven towns and 
villages in Suffolk Coastal. In each of the locations that have a bike, 
there will be a bike trail. The cartoon bike will appear in 10 shop or 
community space windows around the town or village in the form of a 
window sticker (right). Once the participants have found the 10 bikes, 
they need to go to a central location to collect a sticker as a prize for 
completing the trail. Itôs hoped that people will go to all seven towns 
and villages to find all the bikes 
and if they are successful they 
will win a Tour of Britain goodie 
bag. 
 
Suffolk Coastal will be using 
social media to promote the Tour 
with the Taste of the Tour 
account (@tasteofthetour1) and 
participants can download an 
answer sheet online and look out 
for clues as to where the bikes 
might be. The seven towns and 
villages are: Aldeburgh, 
Framlingham, Leiston, 
Saxmundham, Snape, Wickham 
Market and Woodbridge. 
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Taste of the Tour 
 
Suffolk Coastal have developed a website called Taste of the Tour 
where they will be advertising businesses that are planning something 
related to the Tour, for example, offering a special dish, putting on a 
special offer or running a cycling-related event. They will advertise the 
activities you have planned as detailed on the information you submit. 
You can fill in the online form at  
https://thebridge3.typeform.com/to/ITb1yU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refreshments, including a burger stall, will be  available in the Old Post 
Office Square from 12.30 and hopefully, the weather will be kind to us 
all! 
 

 
LEISTON CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER  
 

Once again Leiston will be celebrating Christmas, with a Christmas 
Fayre at the Long Shop Museum and street fayre with Christmas lights 
switch on.  For the street fayre we are hoping Leiston shopkeepers and 
businesses will join in the festivities by having a stall in the High 
Street.  Please contact leistoneventsgroup@gmail.com if you are 
interested or would like further information.  

mailto:leistoneventsgroup@gmail.com

