Sizewell C Stage 3 Consultation Proposals – 19 February 2019
210.
Public Forum

At this extraordinary Council meeting an hour was set aside for the public in attendance to raise concerns and put forward proposals to the Council to enable them to formulate a response at a future meeting to include resident’s views.


The following points and comments were raised:
· There was concern about the conflict that would occur with the other proposed energy projects in the area.

· There was concern that the frontage of the platform seemed to have encroached more toward the beach.

· Various comments on the redundancy of nuclear power due to the improved renewable projects

· Comments on the cost of nuclear and the huge impact the construction would have on a small area. There must be a good working partnership with EDF to help Leiston deal with the pressures on the local community.

· Real concerns on the temporary waste solution on site. It seemed inconceivable that this was being considered due to the absence of a coherent policy on future long term storage of radioactive waste – or was this the long term policy?

· The link road, should it remain after construction would (detrimentally) open up new swathes of the countryside to development.

· First year of construction would see everything going through SZB and along Sizewell Gap Road. The beach is popular for dog walking, recreation, caravanning, park runs etc. and the extra traffic around the SZB shifts will make this road unattractive and difficult to use recreationally.

· Worries about the caravan site – the control of people, the entrance etc. Would this not be better placed at Darsham Park and Ride?

· Worries about the rail option being a feasible option at all. If so it would need to be a siding on LEOEIE (Land East of Eastlands Industrial Estate). The whole use of this site will put enormous pressure on the Crown Farm junction and that section of the C228 (Gap Road)
· Worries about the beach landing facility – glad it was not a big jetty being considered anymore but the piling and the effect on the marine environment/coastal process/fishermen was still a big concern. Massive intrusion to the coast for such a limited use facility. There must be clear, concise and transparent studies done on the coastal process to rectify any harm this does and it should be removed if it is seen to cause harm.
· Working hours for noisy operations (piling etc.) must be kept strictly to 0700-1900

· Didn’t see the point of a helipad

· Worried about police/fire/ambulance etc.

· Visitors Centre should be offsite in town somewhere as only one third of visitors tour the station and these could go by bus. This would reduce traffic, help security and attract more visitors. It would also save Coronation Wood.

· Worried about evacuation plans with so may extra itinerant and dispersed workers on caravan sites etc.

· New access road to platform should be the very first construction project.

The Chairman thanked the public for their comments which had been noted.  

Break from 7.20pm-7.50pm

At an Extraordinary meeting of the LEISTON-cum-SIZEWELL TOWN COUNCIL
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211.
Minutes


It was proposed by Cllr Betson, seconded by Cllr Bailey and agreed that the minutes for the meeting of 5 February 2019 be signed as a true record. 
212.
Apologies



Apologies were accepted from Cllr Last and Cllr O’Reilly
213.
Chairman’s Communications



Nothing to report since the last meeting.  
214.
Declarations of Interest



Nothing declared.
215.
Tom McGarry – Sizewell C Stage 3 Consultation Presentation


The Chairman welcomed Tom McGarry to the meeting.  Mr McGarry introduced Mr Richard Bull, Head of Transport Planning, and Mr Matt Elliot who will be the SZC site manager. Tom gave a 75 minute powerpoint presentation to councillors on the proposals, which is available on request, and then answered questions. 


 Cllr Cooper asked what work had gone into assessing the impact of traffic on the town centre. Mr Bull explained how he still needed to look at that as well as air quality and noise (of buses etc.) Cllr Betson explained that we were currently looking at reducing the existing impact of traffic to make the centre more attractive and to encourage dwell time etc. The pavements were too narrow in many places and everything needed to be done to discourage traffic from using the centre as a run through to Sizewell.


Cllr Ginger asked how all the side roads and Public Rights of Way (PROW) were going to be kept open if the link roads were built. Mr Bull said he would be looking at that and expected side roads and access for farmers across the roads to be maintained. He had yet to look at PROW but Cllr Hodgson said that these must all be kept open too.



Cllr Betson asked that EDF look at using Bridleway 28 down from Crown Farm Corner and Bridleway 27, Grimsey Lane as a road to get traffic to the Sports Centre without it having to go through the town.



Cllr Levermore asked that EDF look at the Neighbourhood Plan and consider pedestrianizing Kemps Hill for the safety of the workers walking the route from the caravan park.



Cllr Hodgson discussed the early years construction programme and was concerned about excavation material being brought off site before the causeway was built (i.e. through SZB). Mr Elliot said that very little would need to be moved offsite in the first years as the first operations on the platform did not require much spoil at all to be disposed of.


Cllr Geater asked about medical provision on site. Mr McGarry explained what was at Hinckley and how there would be sufficient medical services on the site. All the workers would be registered elsewhere in the country and would use the on site provision and not Leiston. EDF were talking to the emergency services to ensure they had the same access times as now to the site and this area.


When would the green rail route be built? In the first 18 months was the intention.


Cllr Morsely asked whether the link road and the green route could both be built in the rail led scenario to further reduce HGV and other traffic along the B1122 and through Leiston.



Cllr Geater asked about the speed and length of trains as she wondered how long the gates would be closed. Mr Bull estimated a 40 truck 20mph train would produce a 2minute closure at each crossing.



Cllr Harle asked about the viaduct in Valley Road. Mr Bull said that they would have to survey that.



Cllr Morsely asked about HGV controls and how would they be stopped coming through Leiston. Mr Bull explained that there were very strict procedures for everything over 3.5 tons with them having to pass certain points (cameras) at certain times so they would not go through Leiston.



Cllr Ginger pointed out that the causeway had not taken LTC comments into consideration and asked that this be revisited to ensure access to the beach was maintained at that point from the SSSI



Cllr Hill was concerned about the height of the pylons. The visual images had used the highest ones available. The final choice might well be shorter and a different shape.


Cllr Ginger asked how many extra police EDF were funding. Mr McGarry reported that EDF were in talks with Suffolk Constabulary on this and analysis was being made on how the provision they had made in Somerset was working.



Finally, in answer to a query, Mr Bull confirmed that, now SPR had released details of their expected transport movements, he would now be able to take these into account in his calculations and reports.
The meeting finished at 9.58pm. 
Chair                                                                    ---------------------------------------------
Dated                                             
            ---------------------------------------------
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