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Sizewell C Aldhurst Farm - Public Access Risk Assessment 2024 

 
 

 
 

Document 
Version 

Reviewed 
by 

Amendments made Date Accepted 
by 

Date 

V1 
 
 
 
 

 
V2 

MG/GH 
 
 
 
 

 
SM/GH 

 Document re-created due to corruption of 
previous/updated versions 

 2 new dog waste bins installed 
 Mitigation signage information updated 
 PARA Mitigation Plan added 

Text changes to RA mitigations:- Fences, 
Grassland or Woodland Fire, High Risk Allergenic 
Plants, Fly Tipping, Vehicles, Diseased/Damaged 
Trees 

08/10/2023- 
23/10/2023 

 
 
 
 
 
22/11/2023 

DC 
 
 
 
 

 
DC 

25/10/2023 
 
 
 
 

 
22/11/2023 
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V3 GH Text changes to RA mitigations: - Grassland or woodland 
fire. 

12/02/24 MB/RP 12/02/24 

 
 
 
 

 
Purpose of Document 

This Public Access Risk Assessment (PARA) has been produced to identify, as far as is reasonably practicable, the hazards that may occur 
within the Sizewell C owned landholding, Aldhurst Farm and that may affect public users of the site (as defined below). Where mitigation measures 
can reasonably be implemented to reduce the risk posed, these are detailed. 

 
The PARA is a dynamic document with updates made, if required, following changing site circumstances. A full document review will take place 
on an annual basis. 

This document is not a risk assessment for the work activities of SZC staff, Freedom Group staff, their subcontractors, or visitors escorted by 
these responsible parties. A separate risk assessment will be in place for work activities concerning these parties. 
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Site Access and Usage 

 
Access points agreed with East Suffolk Council as per planning permission DC/14/4224/FUL. The main access points are from a public car 
park on Abbey Road and from public footpaths off Valley Road and Lover’s Lane. Permitted public access to the site is limited to two pedestrian 
routes towards the east and south-eastern ends of site. There is a southerly mown grass permissive path accessible from the south-eastern 
end (Lover’s Lane) and southern end (Valley Road) of site. There is a fenced off public footpath which runs through the site alongside the 
Leiston Sewage Treatment Plant. 

Main points of entry for public access areas on this site are: 
- Public car park accessible from Abbey Road, allows access from western end of site along pathways. 
- Public footpaths accessible from Valley Road and Lover’s Lane. 
- Mown grass permissive path accessible from south-eastern end (Lover’s Lane) and southern end (Valley Road). 
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Persons Affected 

 
Unmanaged Users Description 
The Public Members of the general public who visit the site unescorted. Unescorted 

visitors who enter areas outside of public access without permission are 
identified as trespassers and are covered under “The Public” in this 
document. 

Managed Users Description 
Escorted Visitors from Schools, Other Educational or Interest Groups, and 
Volunteers 

There are no known managed user groups which access the site. 

Staff Considered in this document only in relation to recreational use (e.g. 
lunchtimes) and excluding any activities required for their job. 

 

 
Supporting Documents 

 
This document has been produced with reference to: 

- Sizewell C Aldhurst Farm Safety Walk Route. This route is reviewed on an annual basis to support PARA reviews. 
- EDF Non-Operational Land TRIM (Tree Risk Identification and Management) Strategy 2022. 

 
 
 

 
Please refer to Mitigation Plan (below) for specific site locations, associated mitigation, and areas of public access. 
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SITE LOCATION 
Sizewell C Aldhurst Farm 

 

 
Figure 1: Site location with approximate boundary shown in red. 
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Figure 2: Risk Assessment Scoring Matrix. 
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HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Uneven and 
slippery ground 
surface 

3 
 

Reportable 
Injury 

2 
 

Possible 

6 
 

Medium 

 Public access routes are clearly marked and maintained to ensure 
they do not become dangerous underfoot. 

 Footpath management is included as an annual task, as a 
minimum, within the Sizewell C environmental land management 
work programme. 

 Undertake monthly safety walks, following agreed route, to review 
the condition of footpaths, with a focus on pedestrian routes 
regularly used by identified groups. Take remedial action as 
appropriate. 

 Public access routes both public footpaths and permissive paths 
are signed with fingerpost. 

3 
 

Low 

Disused 
structures e.g. 
concrete debris 
Fly tipping 

4 
 

Major Injury 

2 
 

Possible 

8 
 

Medium 

 Undertake monthly safety walks, following agreed route, to identify 
any disused structures, new hazards, or obstructions, with a focus 
on pedestrian routes regularly used by identified groups. The 
location of any hazards will be noted on a safety walk template, with 
remedial action taken as appropriate. 

 There are currently no known structures on site which require 
specific control measures. 

4 
 

Low 

Low growing 
vegetation 

4 
 

Major Injury 

2 
 

Possible 

8 
 

Medium 

 Undertake monthly safety walks, following agreed route, to review 
the condition of vegetation adjacent to footpaths, with a focus on 
pedestrian routes regularly used by identified groups. Take 
remedial action to control vegetation. 

 Footpath management is included as an annual task, as a 
minimum, within the Sizewell C environmental land management 
work programme. 

 Maintain welcome signs across site which show the public access 
routes across the site. 

4 
 

Low 
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HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

      

Fences 3 
 

Reportable 
Injury 

2 
 

Possible 

6 
 

Medium 

 Maintain gates to allow access through fences on designated paths. 
 Check condition of gates and fences as part of monthly safety 

walks. 
 Provide information on welcome map and interpretation boards to 

stay on footpaths or mown pathways within the southern open 
access areas at all times. 

3 
 

Low 

Drowning / Asphyxiation 

HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Water features; 
ponds, dykes, and 
reservoirs 

5 
 

Death 

2 
 

Possible 

8 
 

Medium 

 Check condition of fences which restrict access to water features on 
site as part of monthly safety walks. 

 Maintain deep water signage along public footpath. 
 Maintain welcome maps across site warning of deep wetlands and 

danger of drowning. 

5 
 

Low 

Fire 

Grassland or 
woodland fire 

4 
 

Major Injury 

2 
 

Possible 

8 
 

Medium 

 Notify managed user groups of the fire risks to grassland from 
discarded cigarettes and other items. 

 Regular inspections during periods of high temperatures to reduce 
risk of fires going un-reported for any length of time. 

 Consultation with the fire service recommended prioritising safe exit 
from the fire before notifying emergency services. 

 No firefighting equipment is provided and no attempt to be made to 
control fire. 

4 
 

Low 
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HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

     Prioritise safe exit from site. 
 No work activities which could increase the risk of a grassland or 

woodland fire undertaken as part of the environmental land 
management programme and the risk of fire is deemed very low. 

 In periods of hot dry weather an assessment of the grassland fire 
risk is undertaken. 

 The open grassland area has fire breaks cut using flail and disc 
cutters annually. 

 Re-establish and maintain a 4m wide maintenance strip between 
the plantation fence line and the rear of the properties on Carr 
Avenue. 

 

 
Cuts, Scratches and Eye Injuries 

HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Thorny scrub 2 

Lost Time 

2 

Possible 

4 

Low 

 Undertake monthly safety walks, following agreed route, to review 
the condition of thorny scrub on footpaths, with a focus on 
pedestrian routes regularly used by identified groups. Take 
remedial action as appropriate. 

 Maintain welcome maps across site asking visitors to keep to 
footpaths and mown pathways. 

 Regular footpath maintenance is undertaken, which includes cutting 
back of all vegetation including thorny scrub. 

2 

Low 
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HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Infections, Diseases and Poisoning 

HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

High-risk 
allergenic plants / 
animals, e.g. 
Giant hogweed/ 
Brown tail moth 
larvae. 
(Skin irritation) 

2 
 

Lost Time 

2 
 

Possible 

4 
 

Low 

 Undertake monthly safety walks, following agreed route, to aid in 
identifying areas of high-risk allergenic organisms, with a focus on 
pedestrian routes regularly used by identified groups. 

 Install barriers and signage at hazardous locations and treat as 
soon as practicable to minimise risk. 

2 
 

Low 

Weil’s Disease 5 
 

Death 

1 
 

Unlikely 

5 
 

Medium 

 Assessment of site conditions found no reasonable or effective 
mitigation measures could be implemented for risks to the public. 

5 
 

Low 

Animal and insect 
bites, including 
ticks and adders 

4 

Major Injury 

2 

Possible 

8 

Medium 

 Warning about potential presence of adders on site provided on 
welcome maps across site. 

 Provide information at main entry points to visitors advising them to 
wear appropriate clothing. 

4 

Low 

Dog faeces 
(Toxocara) 

3 

Reportable 
injury 

2 

Possible 

6 

Medium 

 Maintain dog waste bins on site. Two additional dog waste bins 
have been installed and the location of all bins has been mapped. 

 Maintain signage around site which shows direction of open area 
for dogs. 

 Maintain ‘Please keep dogs on a lead within the car park’ signage in 
main car park. 

 Maintain welcome maps across site asking visitors to use dog 
waste bins provided. 

3 

Low 
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HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Hazardous Substances 

HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Fly tipping by third 
parties 

3 

Reportable 
Injury 

1 

Unlikely 

3 

Medium 

 Undertake monthly safety walks, following agreed route, to identify 
the location of any new fly tipping, with a focus on pedestrian routes 
regularly used by identified groups. Locations are to be recorded in 
the safety walk template, with the safe removal of the tipped 
material to be arranged by an outsourced specialist provider. 

3 
 

Low 

 
Environment, Weather 

HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Extreme cold, icy 
ground conditions 
and frozen water 

5 

Death 

2 

Possible 

10 

Medium 

 Give prior warning to those using the Estate, by providing 
information at main entry points asking users to exhibit care when 
moving around the estate and to advise wearing appropriate 
footwear. 

5 

Low 

Hot weather 4 

Major Injury 

1 

Unlikely 

4 

Medium 

 Assessment of site conditions found no reasonable or effective 
mitigation measures could be implemented for risks to the public. 

4 

Low 

Stormy weather 
(high winds, high 
tides and heavy 
rain) 

4 
 

Major Injury 

2 
 

Possible 

8 
 

Medium 

 Effective implementation of the annual Tree Risk Identification and 
Management strategy. 

 Any other damage from storms (not associated with trees) creating 
potential safety hazards should also be removed or made safe. 

4 
 

Low 



Page 12 of 12 

 

 

 
 

HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Other Site Hazards 

HAZARD Consequences Likelihood Score 
(Risk) 

MINIMISE RISK BY: RESIDUAL RISK 

Contractor 
activities 

4 
 

Major Injury 

2 
 

Possible 

8 
 

Medium 

 Contractor to produce and maintain risk assessments and method 
statements for all contractor activity on site that include measures to 
minimise the risk of injury to all identified user groups and ensure 
these are appropriately implemented. 

 Set to Work must be completed before commencement of works 
and account for potential interaction with any visitors. 

4 
 

Low 

Vehicles 
 

5 

Death 

 
2 

Possible 

 
10 

Medium 

 Vehicles used by contractors on site are fitted with warning lights 
when working in public access areas and there is a mandatory 10 
mph speed limit across the area.. 

 Wherever possible the access route to a site of works will avoid any 
areas with public access. 

5 
 

Low 

Diseased and 
damaged trees 

5 
 

Death 

2 
 

Possible 

10 
 

Medium 

 Effective implementation of the annual Tree Risk and Identification 
and Management strategy taking account of any ecological 
constraints. 

 Undertake monthly safety walks, following agreed route, to review 
the condition of trees, with a focus on pedestrian routes regularly 
used by identified groups. Take remedial action as appropriate. 

5 
 

Low 

 


