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Chair’s Report 2023/24

May 2023 saw the start of a new four-year term in office for councillors of Leiston-cum-
Sizewell Town Council. It followed an uncontested Local Election which resulted in six
Council vacancies. | was elected as Chair and ClIr Nicky Corbett was elected as Vice Chair.
Since then, we have encouraged members of the community to apply to be co-opted to the
Council. | am pleased to report that as of our Council meeting held earlier this month, we
have been successful in reaching our full complement of 15 councillors.

As a Town Council we have worked extremely hard over the past year as has our staff at the
Council Offices. In addition to the monthly full council meetings, it is also necessary to have
additional working party meetings to discuss, consider and monitor many other aspects of
the Council’s responsibilities. Councillors work on these groups with support from our Town
Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk. We have Assets, Parks & Recreation Grounds, Finance,
Highways, Planning, Neighbourhood Plan, Personnel and Energy Projects. These groups
are chaired by councillors and | thank them for the additional work they undertake.

The Energy Projects Working Group was set up as a result of the increasing number and
complexities of the energy projects that as a Council we have to consider and respond to.
Councillors visited SZA for an update on the decommissioning programme and Hinkley Point
C to gather information on the project in order to have a better understanding regarding the
SZC project. Councillors also attend consultation events on wind farm projects.

With the granting of the Development Consent Order for Sizewell C this has allowed the
resumption of the Traffic and Transport Group meetings we had previously had with SZC
and SCC Highways with regard to the town’s Traffic and Transport Strategy. Following the
official launch of the Sizewell C project in January, forums in connection with the project
have commenced. | am grateful to Clir Corbett for her work as our official representative on
the Main Site Forum, Northern Transport Forum and the Community Forum. | and other
Councillors have also attended these meetings. Councillors have also visited Wild Aldhurst
and the SZC site. SZC are invited to our Council meetings to give updates and this is also an
opportunity for Councillors and members of the public to ask questions.

With support from the Town Council, The Live Well Hub, Leiston was set up as a pilot project
for three days a week at The Waterloo Centre. It was officially opened in October and has
increased the offer of health and wellbeing services that are there to help people in our
community. In December the project was awarded the Gold Community Focused Award at
the Ipswich and East Suffolk Awards evening in recognition of the services it provides.

Reviewing the Town’s Neighbourhood Plan is another important focus for the Council. As
part of the review process an engagement event was held in February and Councillors were



pleased with the number of people who attended and with the feedback given. Further
engagement events are planned.

The Council is also involved with key partnerships where Councillors represent our
community. We are on the Aldeburgh, Leiston, Saxmundham and villages Community
Partnership, one of 8 partnerships which covers East Suffolk, the Leiston Community Land
Trust, the Sizewell A & Sizewell B Stakeholder Group and the newly formed Leiston Place
Board. The Place Board was set up in October and provides a place-based focus on
economic, regeneration and community priorities within Leiston and includes a range of
stakeholders as members. It has a Town Centre Working Group, which is focused on
delivering the Leiston Town Centre Masterplan Framework which was compiled following a
consultation process. Achieving Leiston Net Zero is also a key target for the Board.

For further information on the work of the Council, Agendas and Minutes of our monthly
meetings are on the Town Council website. Full Council Meetings are held on the second
Tuesday of each month in the evening.

Like the success of the Live Well Hub there have been other highlights for Leiston. Last
June The Long Shop Museum was awarded the prestigious Red Wheel plaque by the
National Transport Trust. In September the televised Men’s Tour of Britain Cycle Race sped
their way through the town and now Leiston has a beacon on Sizewell Beach to
commemorate D-Day80 on 6" June. This will be a legacy for future commemorative events.

As Chair | have been proud to represent the town at various events throughout the year and
these have been reported in my monthly Chair's Communication to Council. They range
from civic events such as Remembrance Day, presenting medals to children for the Suffolk
Libraries Summer Reading challenge and to joining members of the Rose and Sweet William
Club for a Christmas lunch. At my Chair’s Reception | invited people who play an active part
in our community and was pleased to present the Chairman’s Cup to the Leiston Youth &
Community Angling Society (LYCAS) for the work they undertake to ensure that Haylings
Pond is well maintained and how their membership is open to all. They had also supported
further enhancements to the Haylings Pond area.

Finally, | must thank my Vice-Chair, Councillors, the Town Clerk, the Deputy Town Clerk and
the Administrative Officer for the work they have undertaken during the past year and for the
support they have given to me during my term of office. It has been a privilege to serve as
Chair of Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council.

Clir Lesley Hill
Chair

29" May 2024



Alde and Blyth Community Radio (ABC)

racio 2023 witnessed major advancement for ABC Radio, as our volunteers embarked on
the major refurbishment of our new premises in Saxmundham, to include the
introduction of a badly needed second studio. The project started in January 2023
and was completed in December 2023 and all to a high standard.

We also held two separate fundraising events to boost funds towards our new studios project.

Thanks to generous offers of volunteer labour, we were able to complete this task not only within the
desired time frame, but within budget also (just!).

The grant funding of £500 from Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council, received in October 2023 was, of
course, gratefully received and used to assist in the upgrade of our studios and equipment for the
second studio. We were pleased to welcome several Leiston Town Councillors to view our new
studios and to see how their funding had been used.

Alde and Blyth Community Radio continues to grow, with a loyal and increasing listening base, and
having recently celebrated our third anniversary and having now established as a weekend service,
we now aim to extend our broadcasting hours into weekday evenings in 2024 and then hopefully a
full seven day service by the end of 2025.

We are also intending to introduce an Outside Broadcast Unit in 2024, enabling us to cover local
events through having a general presence and, where possible, a live broadcast.

ABC Radio can be heard via our website, via the app and via Alexa smart speakers.

For more information about the station, our programme schedule, getting involved and to listen to
programmes live and as a 'listen again' option, please visit: www.abcradio.co.uk.

Chain Gang

The funding from the Town Council has supported me and the Chain Gang in attending to some local
footpaths to keep them tidy for the towns pedestrians .

We tidy the path at the top of King Edward Road going through to Victory Road .

We trim back the grass verge along side the path outside Aldringham Court Nursing Home and strim
our way along the grass verge on the Sizewell Cycle Track Path going to the Vulcan Pub .

Russell Cooper, The Chain Gang

Citizens Advice East Suffolk

citizens

Ev 3 East Suffolk | ihe financial year 2023/4 Citizens Advice East Suffolk supported 493
residents of the Aldeburgh and Leiston ward with 1,758 issues. The

spread of issues is demonstrated below:
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Benefits, Universal Credit and Tax Credits are a large part of the issues we deal with and this demand
is likely to remain high, particularly given the migration to UC. Debt and housing remain important
issues and we expect this to continue as the rules for Debt Relief Orders relax and the housing stock

in East Suffolk remains low and private rents increase.

During 2023/4 we achieved outcomes for clients totalling £105,765. The split was as follows:

Income Gain £48,151
Re-imbursements, services, loans £4.369
Debts written off £49,371
Other £3,874

Around half of the residents that we advise have long term health issues or are disabled. This is

reflected in the number of personal independence payments we advise on. 92 in 2023/4.

In the six weeks of the new financial year 2024/5 we have already supported 109 Leiston residents

with 521 activities and achieved outcomes of £21,440.

We attend local events — in Leiston we work closely with the Live Well Hub at the Waterloo Centre,

we met with the newly appointed NE INT Care Co-Ordinator to further expand our partnership



working. We actively participate in Leiston Chinwags and work with the Communities Together East
Anglia and the Community Connect Team, we signpost clients to Project40Seven, we are looking to
have a regular presence on the Live Well Bus when it visits Leiston. Our Chief Executive attends Anti-
Social Behaviour (ASB) meetings in Leiston and Saxmundham. We are active members of the
Aldeburgh, Leiston, Saxmundham and villages Community Partnership Forum. Our Chief Executive is
a member of the Leiston Place Board. We have a proactive relationship with Turning Point who use
an office in our Leiston office 2 days a week to see clients. We have developed a reciprocal
relationship which is working well and is very much in demand. We are part of the Connect Suffolk
NHS SNEE ICB — Ipswich and East Suffolk team, working alongside statutory services and health

professionals to create a holistic service for older people in our community.

f/} o CYDS - Young People Taking Action
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(yos This year has been much busier than last. In terms of the number of
. young people coming in Leiston saw 176 individuals. And the issues they
e’ are presenting have gone way up too. The youth work in Leiston has for
the most part been as we had planned. We delivered 1200 hours of services to young
people. including, NEET work, after school clubs, evening youth club sessions, Young Parents
group, Counselling, Holiday activities, issue based groupwork sessions and volunteering
opportunities. The only thing we didn’t plan for was the increase in one-to-one support
work, we have had to do around mental health. | will include a list of the issues we are
seeing at the end of this report.

The cost-of-living crisis has also hit our young people hard. Lots of our members who were
able to take part in positive activities like swimming clubs, cadets, organised sports, are now
unable to afford these. Many families locally are struggling to eat well and keep on top of
bills, adding so much stress into already stressful teen, parent relationships. Leading to
many more young people not being in the family home for some times extended periods of
time. We have many older young people who are sofa surfing and one who was kicked out
by his mother when he turned 18 and now lives in a cupboard in the pub where he does a
few hours of work a week around going to college. Without starting a case study. | would
not have believed how hard it is to get benefits/bursaries for a young person trying to do
the right thing and stay in education, just because they do not have a tenancy agreement
for the cupboard they live in!

We are also seeing a rise in the number of young people not in fulltime education. who
should be. some are refusing to go to school, but most have been excluded from a local
school and have not been able to transition to another school without problems. So are
waiting to go to a more specialised school such a Pupil Referral Unit, at least 25 miles away.
Which can take months to a year to sort out. And for a few this only last a few weeks before
they are excluded again.



Issues affecting our young people.

Alcohol addiction

Anxiety

Autism

Complex PTSD

County Lines Threats to kill and
Attempted Murder

Current Domestic violence
Current sexual violence
Current Suicidal thoughts
Depression

Diagnosed Bipolar

Diagnosed Dissociative Identity
Diagnosed Drug Addiction
Eating Disorder

Epilepsy

Financial difficulties

Gambling Addiction

Harmful Sexual Behaviours
History of Alcohol addiction
History of Childhood sexual abuse
History of Domestic Violence
History of Sexual violence
History of substance misuse

History of Suicidal thoughts
Hoarding

Homelessness

Miscarriage

Moden Slavery

Multiple Mental Health Diagnoses
oCD

Parenting problems

Problems with Housing
Psychosis

PTSD

Safeguarding issues

Safety issues

Schizophrenia

Self-harm present

Sleep Disorder

Suicide attempt

Suicide of a parent

Teen single Parent

The fallout from sharing
private/inappropriate images.
Undiagnosed mental health issues

[H.ES TA‘ East Suffolk Travel Association
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As the local voluntary body for train and bus users, ESTA

is in regular dialogue with public transport operators to provide passenger feedback and
campaign for improvements.

Another key part of our work to promote the services and encourage greater usage — which
in turn strengthens our position in pressing for better services.

In this context, we were very grateful for the financial support from Leiston Town Council
for the 2023 edition of our leaflet “Saxmundham to the Coast”. The town has an industrial
heritage that is surely unique in rural Suffolk, centred around the Long Shop and the bus
services call at the entrance.

Our leaflet, one of a series of five, had a print run of 2000 and is intended to last for two
years, followed hopefully by an updated version in 2025. It has been distributed to local
libraries, businesses and visitor information points throughout eastern Suffolk and via
information boards and dispensers at many local stations. It has also been on our stands at



events in such places as Woodbridge, Felixstowe, Halesworth and Lowestoft and mentioned
on our website.

We are not able to identify precisely the effects of our leaflet on the numbers of visitors to
Leiston by bus, but we know that leisure usage of regional train services in East Anglia is
higher than in pre-pandemic times. It is also significant that there has very recently been an
enhancement to the 521 bus service between Aldeburgh and Halesworth, which has
improved accessibility to and from Leiston. ESTA continues to argue for Sunday buses as
well. Southwold has these, even in winter — so why not Leiston and Aldeburgh?

Trevor Garrod

Leiston Book Festival

Leiston’s first book festival will take place on Saturday 7th September. The day will see seven
non-fiction authors on stage and will feature books that explore our changing landscape and
environment. It was seeing the success of the Aldeburgh literary festival that prompted
Leiston author Robert Ashton to plan one of our own here. Leiston Book Festival will be the
first in East Anglia to focus solely on non-fiction writing, so will complement those that
already take place in Aldeburgh, Southwold and Felixstowe. The Town Council has kindly
agreed to sponsor the festival, covering the cost of the Film Theatre. A grant from Sizewell C
will cover speaker expenses and creating the website, with ticket income covering other
costs. Any profit made will be retained to make the 2025 festival an even greater success.
Supporting Robert in organising this year’s festival is the Halesworth bookshop, which will
operate a pop-up bookshop on the day, the Sizewell C events team, and Alde Valley Academy
who are providing some volunteers. Any unsold seats will be taken free of charge by

students at the Academy, giving them fresh perspectives on environmental change.

You can sign up for updates here www.leistonbookfestival.co.uk

Leiston Leiston Community Land Trust

C()mmunitv The Community Land Trust has identified three priorities that we would
Land Tl‘us.t like to see developed. The first of these was Church Square. It’s two years
since we completed the work on Church Square. The space has proved to
be a popular through route, but most importantly it has become a new
meeting space in the heart of the town.

Our second priority is Market Square, in the space behind the dilapidated shops in Sizewell Road.
Progress on this project stalled a little while work went into the Master Plan. The Master Plan looks
at the wider aspects of regeneration across Leiston, to ensure they work together. We are pleased
that Market Square regeneration and development remained a key component of the overall


http://www.leistonbookfestival.co.uk/

Masterplan. We have been working with East Suffolk Council (ESC) to progress our concept designs
for a mix of Civic space, Business space and affordable Homes. With ESC as the property owner, we
have been compiling a series of reports to help understand key development questions. An Ecology
survey to measure the biodiversity in the ground behind the old shops. This will help to inform any
planning proposals to ensure we meet the required 10% growth in biodiversity. A Heritage
assessment to gauge if any of the properties or their structural components, such as fireplaces are of
architectural significance. Importantly, to move a project of this scale forward we need a Feasibility
and Viability survey to demonstrate that the proposal has the capacity to be commercially
sustainable. To this end an Architect has been appointed to provide a report for the ESC Cabinet and
Officers.

Our third priority is the development of Old Post Office Square to enhance the buildings in that part
of the town to maximise their Heritage significance. Linking the Long Shop Museum with the Town
Council Office space. We are aware of the significance of the Barclays Bank building and have been
engaging with Leiston Town Council and ESC to protect this property for Leiston. 2024 is proving to
be a very busy year.

Leiston Dementia Project 2023 - 2024

The Leiston Dementia Project has continued to act as a local link to approximately 50 households
where there is a person living alone with dementia or with family carers plus those with memory
problems who may not have a formal diagnosis. The project reduces the potential for social isolation
by helping people join activities such as the ‘Participate’ music sessions, Tea Dance and Garden Party
run by Britten-Pears Arts. It also helps people access practical help and befriending provided by
volunteers from the Leiston Good Neighbour Scheme including regular visits, phone calls and
collecting medication.

Over the year the project received referrals from a range of organisations such as the Stroke
Association, Adult Community Services and Norfolk and Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust in addition to
responding to calls from relatives who do not live locally and who are concerned about the isolation
of a family member. The value of being a local project is in being able to give information about small
but important sources of help such as how to find a mobile hairdresser or explaining about the
‘Wheels within Wheels’ service run by CATS which can take people to Ipswich Hospital.

During 2023 to 2024 the project also contributed to the efforts of other organisations to improve the
lives of people living with dementia. For example, in Spring 2023 the project was invited to join a
two-day ‘Think Tank’ on Music in Later Life at Snape Maltings. The event was attended by people
from arts and grant awarding organisations from across the UK. The aim was to come up with ideas
about how to bring the benefits of music into more people’s lives. The project has also been
contributing to the ongoing development of the Suffolk Dementia Strategy and Action Plan by
presenting the particular challenges faced by people living in a rural community.

Sharon Cuthbert

Leiston Film Theatre
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: entertainment/leisure sector, after its lengthy closure, due to
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25,203, against 26,965 for 2022 (a drop of 1,762). The Screen Actors Guild strike was certain to have
contributed towards this result, with numerous films being moved from 2023 to 2024 and 2025
(some to 2026) and the effects of the now settled industrial action, will continue to effect film
distribution throughout 2024, with an estimated 50% fewer films being released in 2024, in
comparison to 2023.

In brighter news, The Friends of Leiston Film Theatre went on to report their highest ever
membership of 368 in 2023/24. In recent months, the Friends have supported the cost of the new
Film Theatre website and agreed to make a donation to Leiston Town Council to fund improvements
in 2024.

Live shows continue to prove popular at the venue, especially the annual Pantomime, which played
to capacity houses once again in January 2024. Many new and varied shows already added to the
programme for 2025. The venue benefited from substantial publicity from the Film Theatres Wayne
Burns 30th anniversary as manager, gaining coverage on T.V., radio and various publications. An
increase of new footfall was noted, as a direct result of this publicity.

The Film Theatre has hosted two 'Leiston Creative' events, organised by SZC, whereby children were
able to attend a free craft event and free film screening. The venue is hosting the first Leiston
Literary Festival in September 2024 and has also been pleased to support various causes in the past
year, with the annual Festival of Remembrance raising £441 for the 2023 Poppy Appeal and 95-year-
old filmmaker, Miles Biggs of Aldeburgh, screened a selection of his films in aid of the Save the
Children fund, raising £800 in the process.

Film Theatre management attended the UK Cinema Association Annual Conference in London, with
this year’s conference focusing on ‘growing audiences’.

All'in all, it has been a busy, yet challenging year at the Suffolk's oldest cinema and as the venue
heads towards its 110th anniversary in October 2024, we remain optimistic for greater stability in
2025 and 2026.

Wayne Burns, Leiston Film Theatre Manager

Leiston Youth Club

U Leiston Youth Club has had a very successful year to date, we now
LIC have over 70 members with a core group of about 20 attending
leiston youth club regularly. We have a Junior club on a Monday evening for Primary

school aged children who are over 8 years old. At the moment this is
by far our busiest night. Thursday nights are for High school aged young people, we have a steady
flow of young people on this night too. We are still having issues with behaviour, especially at the
Junior club but this is kept under control by our great staff team. All the staff have recently refreshed
their training in a variety of courses including mental health, internet safety, child protection, and
prevent duty training (this is a course about preventing terrorism by supporting people who are
susceptible to radicalisation).

As usual we have been running a wide range of activities, crafts and cooking as always being the
favourites. Since the nights have been getting lighter we have been doing a lot of outside sports, the



return of the Basketball hoops has been very popular. We have also been playing a lot of football and
badminton. Our emphasis has been on getting the young people outside and away from their
screens whilst at the club. Rounders has also been hugely popular with both junior and senior clubs
with staff, volunteers and members all joining in. After half term we will be doing out 6 week forest
school experience, this will be with a mixture of junior and senior club members. We have been
lucky enough to be able to use a forest school based at Peak Hill farm in Theberton for this activity.

Leiston Youth Club continue to deal with the problems that affect young people today, we have
offered support to young people who have been excluded from school, whose lives are effected by
bullying. Young people who are living in poverty or have issues caused by anxiety. We also have
members who have ADHD, autism and other disabilities. It is with the continued support of the town
council that we are able to run a service that offers advice and support to all the young people who
enter our doors.

Lucy Pickett, Senior Youth Worker, Leiston Youth Club

LEISTON & DISTRICT PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Firstly | would like to thank the Town Council for inviting the Society to the annual Town Council
meeting, which is much appreciated.

The Philatelic Society was founded in 1970, so we will be celebrating the 55th anniversary of the
Society in 2025. Among the founder members were Frank Huxley, formerly a classics teacher at the
old Grammar School, Cyril Pellett and George Woolnough. The aim of the Society is to promote the
hobby of stamp collecting, and the whole range of philatelic interests within the area.

Currently, the Society has 41 members, and is always seeking new members, who would be welcomed
to join our friendly club. Membership subscription is only £5 per annum.

From September to June the Society holds regular meetings at the United Church Hall, High Street in
Leiston on the fourth Wednesday of each month, these are evening and afternoon meetings.

Activities include displays and talks by members from their own collections, talks by visiting speakers
from other Societies, a quiz, competitions, an annual auction of stamps and other philatelic ephemera
in November and a Christmas Social afternoon in December.

The Society also holds on-line ‘zoom’ meetings on a regular basis once a month.

Last year, members attended and displayed an extensive collection of stamps and other items at the
Long Shop Museum on Suffolk Day 21st June which drew considerable interest from visitors and
members of the public. We plan to attend Suffolk Day again this year, with the permission of the
Museum management, with another extensive display of members collections.

The Society is very active within the community and always seeks to promote the hobby of stamp
collecting, this evening we have brought an interesting display of stamps and ephemera which will be

on view after the meeting.

Andy Soutar - Society Secretary
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Live Well Hub Leiston

There are over 15 Service Providers regularly using the Live Well Hub. Some
sessions are held weekly, some twice a month and some once a month. Over a
month there will be over 70 sessions, either in groups or one-to-one, with

approximately 400 people visiting the Live Well Hub Leiston.

The services on offer include seated exercise classes — one for Better Balance, Falls Prevention and
BreathFit, two separate substance addiction groups, career advice for those 25 years old and
younger, employment support for people who have had in-patient treatment for living with mental
health, social prescribing which offers advice and support for anything non-medical, support for
people with any kind of disability or disadvantage, a day hub for people with neurological conditions,
a craft group, diabetes prevention workshop, Macmillan Cancer Care by appointment, a cancer
support group and seated yoga.

Both Turning Point, working with substance addiction, and ActivLives have increased their groups
held in the Live Well Hub. The Headway Day Hub has increased its number, although the Suffolk
Libraries Jumpstart is only a 4 week course, it is very popular and the second time they have held the
course in the Live Well Hub Leiston.

Other groups such as Safe Suffolk Renters, Suffolk Mind and Hep C advisers have held drop-in
sessions in the foyer of the LWH, making it easy for existing clients to access these services. The
DWP/JobCentre Plus use the LWH for ad hoc interviews and recruitment.

There are three new groups starting soon. NHS Pulmonary Rehab and the LWH having been
recommended by ActivLives, Brave Futures, an Ipswich-base charity, working with children who have
been sexually abused and Apricot, a national organisation working with children who are adopted or
fostered.

One of the very tangible benefits of the LWH is having different groups in the same space. Through
regular contact, they get to know each other’s work and can seek advice or refer on clients. As well
as a wide range of leaflets, there is a library of useful contacts and information, divided by topic,
available to everyone including service providers.

As well as the service providers using the LWH, efforts have been made to forge strong links with
other local groups, such as the Patient Participation Group, Fromus Centre in Saxmundham, local

Good Neighbour schemes and Citizen’s Advice.

Celia Leggett, Co-ordinator, The Live Well Hub Leiston.

11



':O:' f&@ @ ‘érm Police Report for Leiston Annual Town

Meeting on the 28" May 2024

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING

Suffolk Constabulary’s new police operating model, that went live on Monday 4 December 2023 is aiming to
strengthen community links with the local public. It will also ensure the force continues to provide the best
possible policing service for the public.

The changes to the community policing function is in response to the rising and changing demands that are
presented to the service. It will enhance the way the Constabulary engages with local communities, responds
to emergencies, investigates crime and deals with other incidents that cause the public to make contact.

The new County Policing Command (CPC) model will see three new component parts created — Community
Policing Teams, Response Investigation Teams and a County Partnership and Prevention Hub.

The new Community Policing Teams replace the Safer Neighbourhood Teams and will see the creation of 50
new Community Policing Areas (CPA) across the county with a total of 80 Community Policing Officers (CPOs).

The Halesworth CPT consists of 6 Police Constables, 2 Police Sergeant’s and 3 PCSQ’s.

More information can be found here Redesigning the local policing operating model to keep Suffolk safe |
Suffolk Constabulary

Crimes for Leiston dated between 08/05/2023 — 08/05/2024

Aggravated Vehicle Taking - Race or Religious agg Public Order - 4

Arson - 2 Robbery of personal property - 0

Bicycle Theft -0 Shoplifting - 18

Burglary — Business and Community - 5 Harassment - 20

Burglary — Residential - 2 Theft from a Vehicle - 3

Criminal Damage - 36 Theft or unauthorized taking of a motor vehicle - 5
Interfering with a motor vehicle - 1 Drug related offences - 10

Possession of weapons - 9 Violence offences — 116

Public Order Offences - 29

Please be aware the above crimes fall under the banner of Leiston but this means that “Leiston” is within the
address, therefore this will include locations beyond Leiston Town itself. The above only includes crimes only,
non-crime information can be found via Leiston, Saxmundham and Aldeburgh | Your area | Suffolk Police |
Suffolk Constabulary

Over the year local SNT (now CPT) officers have conducted “Street Meets” (Now renamed Meet and Greet)
across many locations in and around Leiston, All events are advertised on Halesworth Police Facebook and
Twitter, Police Connect and on the “Your area” section of our website. If you wish to sign up to our FREE
messaging service “Police Connect” anyone can do so via the following link — Suffolk Connected | Suffolk
Constabulary

Over the last year officers have conducted foot patrols in and around the Town as well as holding street meets
in various locations in Saxmundham. Further Street meets will be conducted this year, If you have any location
suggestions, please contact us on the email below. We urge residents and business owners and staff to report
any incidents as and when it happens via 101 or via the online reporting form which can be found here Report
antisocial behaviour | Suffolk Constabulary or Report a crime | Suffolk Constabulary, In an
emergency always dial 999.
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https://www.suffolk.police.uk/police-forces/suffolk-constabulary/areas/about-us/about-us/op-model/
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/police-forces/suffolk-constabulary/areas/about-us/about-us/op-model/
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/area/your-area/suffolk/halesworth/leiston-saxmundham-and-aldeburgh/about-us/top-reported-crimes-in-this-area
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/area/your-area/suffolk/halesworth/leiston-saxmundham-and-aldeburgh/about-us/top-reported-crimes-in-this-area
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/as/suffolk/police-connect/
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/wsi/watch-schemes-initiatives/as/suffolk/police-connect/
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/ro/report/asb/asb-v3/report-antisocial-behaviour/
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/ro/report/asb/asb-v3/report-antisocial-behaviour/
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

The next Events coming up in the East are:

8" June — Meet and Greet

10am-11am - Near Moot Hall, Aldeburgh.

12:00 — 1pm - Carpark near Flora Tea rooms, Dunwich.
9t June — Meet and Greet

10am — 11am - Near Boating Lake, Thorpeness.

12:00 - 1pm - Bridgefoot Stores, Reydon.

Speed Enforcement has and will be conducted throughout the year by officers in and around Leiston, where
possible the Suffolk Safety Camera van will also assist on Roads leading up to the Leiston area.

If you have any further queries please contact the CPT via the email below.

For more information about the CPT Officers, policing events and information for Southwold please see >>
Your area | Suffolk Constabulary

Halesworth CPT, Halesworth Police Station, Norwich Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8HJ or email
cpt.halesworth@suffolk.police.uk

Pc Andy Phillips, Halesworth CPT, Covering Saxmundham and Leiston

S u ffol Suffolk County Council: Clir T J Haworth-Culf

= Annual report
County Council

Clir T J Haworth-Culf annual report is available on the Town Council website.

The Long Shop Museum

LONG SHOP
MUSEUM

Activity report to the Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council for the period March 2023 to May
2024

The 2023 season began with the news that we had been awarded a £1.07m MEND grant to
refurbish the museum.

March also saw the final Warm Room days of the year in the Community Hub, and the start
of a new term of the extracurricular Code Club. The museum welcomed it’s first school
group visit of the season — Leiston Primary — and we hosted our traditional season opening
event — Steam Up!

April saw several visits from specialist groups, notably vintage vehicle clubs.

May brought us seven adult group visits — almost 200 people enjoying the museum as an
informal learning and social experience. We also greeted our first NEET young person as a
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volunteer. We now have four young people who attend regularly to help with cataloguing
and restoration work. We also welcome six adult ‘supported’ volunteers on a regular basis,
some have been referred via the social prescription service, others have found us by word of
mouth.

June saw us receiving our National Transport Trust ‘Red Wheel’, recognising the importance
of the museum in the Transport Heritage sector. As always, we also celebrated Suffolk Day
by throwing open the museum to local charities and community support agencies, as well as
offering free entry to visitors.

July brought us six adult groups, including U3A groups and local history groups, four more
school visits, and our Steampunk event!

We also launched a new display in the Long Shop — Women in Agriculture — a small but
popular exhibit, funded by Suffolk Art Friends.

August was when the detailed planning for the commencement of the refurbishment work
began in earnest. Preparations for the relocation of object and display cases for the duration
of the work being paramount. We also began work on more collaborative projects —
agreeing to host an event as part of the Aldeburgh festival, and working with Art Link on the
Extra Time cross-generational creative project.

September took us out to Glemham for their Classics Show, where we met over 60 families,
and to the Education Day at the Henham Show where we welcomed over 70 schoolchildren
to our Learning Trailer.

October brought us four more school groups, bringing the total number of school children
who visited the museum to over 300. We hosted an atmospheric performance of Ghost
Stories by Candlelight, presented by High Tide, and a very popular pop-up exhibition of the
Archaeology of Sizewell C. We also began preparing for the contractors. Objects and
archives had to be decanted, carpets lifted, signage removed, and all the while we were
preparing for our season closer — Final Fling.

In November, with the museum closed, the contractors took over the site to commence the
refurbishment work. This included lifting the old car park and constructing a completely new
drainage system, replacing and repairing much of the roof of the Community Hub, building
new accessibility ramps, and repairing and repainting all the ground floor doors and
windows.

The planned work progressed steadily through the winter until, while digging another
drainage trench, the contractor discovered asbestos. This was in a very poor condition and
needed to be removed by specialists under the purview of the HSE and the Environmental
Health Authority.

While work was stopped, and our season opening delayed, we accepted the generous offer

of a temporary space at Snape Maltings. A mini-museum was installed in the Stable Block at
the Maltings. Over the course of four weeks in April we welcomed 700 visitors, helping to
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maintain interest in the museum, and making contact with new potential visitors to the
Long Shop.

On May 24t the contractor handed the site back to us, and the first phase of the
refurbishment project was complete. The museum is scheduled to re-open on 4™ June.

Fraser Hale, Museum Director
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