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HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS

LOCAL COUNCIL 
REGULATIONS

FEEDBACK & REPORTING

LONG-TERM 
SUSTAINABILITY 
REGULATIONS

Health and Safety of Plot-Holders: 
Anyone with respiratory conditions 
or other health concerns should avoid 
exposure to smoke. If you have such 
conditions, it’s best to avoid being near 
the bonfire and to notify your fellow 
plot-holders in advance so that proper 
precautions can be taken.

Check Local Council Policies: Local 
councils may have their own guidelines 
or restrictions when it comes to 
bonfires. It’s important to check with 
them to ensure that you’re complying 
with all local laws and avoiding any 
fines or penalties.

Report Nuisances: If you notice a 
plot-holder who is not following these 
guidelines, you should report the 
issue to the site manager or relevant 	
authorities, as ongoing nuisance 
can affect the overall community 
environment.

Social Responsibility: Bonfires should 
be done with consideration for the 
wellbeing of others in the community. If 
you plan on having a bonfire, make sure 
it’s communicated to your neighbours 
to avoid any potential inconvenience or 
health concerns.

Reducing Waste Production: 
Consider adopting sustainable practices 
on your allotment to minimize the 
amount of waste you generate. Reducing 
your use of plastics, reusing materials, 
and choosing non-toxic products can all 
contribute to a healthier environment.

Promoting a Green Community: 
Encouraging fellow plot-holders to 
compost, recycle, and reduce waste 
collectively can foster a culture of 
sustainability within your allotment 
community.

EMERGENCY PROTOCOLS
Fire Extinguishers: If possible, keep 
a fire extinguisher, fire blanket, or a 
hosepipe near the bonfire in case the 
fire gets out of control. Always make 
sure you know how to use them 
before you start the bonfire.

Evacuation Plan: Have a clear 
evacuation plan in case the f ire 
becomes uncontrollable. Ensure all 
plot-holders know the emergency 
procedures, and designate someone 
to call emergency services if needed.

Bonfires are not recommended 
by the NAS, but may be allowed 
on some sites. Before lighting one, 
consider if it’s the best option-there 
are safer alternatives.

If permitted, your tenancy 
agreement will outline specific rules, 
but these are general guidelines.
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ALTERNATIVES TO 
BURNING WASTE

Most green waste, including 
some diseased foliage, can be 
composted. Please refer to the NAS 
“Why Make Compost” leaflet for 
guidance. Avoid bringing materials 
to the site solely for burning, and 
dispose of general waste, including 
wood from structures, at your 
local council recycling centre.

If bonfires are allowed on your allotment site, your tenancy agreement will specify 
additional rules regarding when and what materials can be burned. Generally, the 
following guidelines apply:

If your allotment association 
holds an annual communal 
bonfire, a thorough event risk 
assessment must be conducted. 
Ensure appropriate public liability 
insurance is in place and inform 
the local fire service about the 
event’s details (e.g., location, 
start and end times, contact 
information). Always supervise 
children around the bonfire, as they 
may not be as cautious as adults.

Before lighting a bonfire to dispose of 
waste, plot-holders should carefully 
assess if it’s the most suitable option. 
This leaflet outlines alternative disposal 
methods and key considerations.

Fires release harmful pollutants like 
carbon dioxide and dioxins, which impact 
air quality and human health, especially 
for those with respiratory issues, such as 
asthma or bronchitis, as well as children 
and the elderly. Additionally, bonfires 
can cause significant inconvenience to 
fellow plot-holders and nearby residents. 
Persistent burning may even result in a 
statutory nuisance and an abatement 
notice from the council. Bonfires also 
pose a risk of spreading fire to nearby 
plants, structures, and property, even 
without visible flames.

As outlined in your tenancy 
agreement, bonfires must comply 
with the Environmental Protection 
Act 1990. Key requirements include:

Composting: Composting is an excellent 
alternative to burning. Many types of 
green waste, including diseased plants, 
can be composted safely. If you’re unsure 
about which items can go into the 
compost, refer to the NAS “Why Make 
Compost” leaflet for clear guidelines.

Mulching: Consider using garden waste 
like grass clippings, leaves, or small 
branches as mulch. This not only reduces 
waste but also helps improve soil health 
on your plot.

Recycling: Items that can’t be composted, 
such as certain types of plastic or non-
organic materials, should be recycled 
through the appropriate council services. 
It’s vital to dispose of these items properly 
to avoid environmental harm.

Following these guidelines ensures 
a safe and responsible approach to 
bonfires, supporting both environ-
mental and community well-being. 
For more detail visit: 
www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules

Bonfires should be fully exting-
uished before leaving.

Only burn dry, organic material 
from your plot.

Do not burn large piles of 
materials—add small amounts in 
stages.

Never burn plastic, rubber, or 
non-garden materials, such as 
carpet or roofing felt.

Only small amounts of dry garden waste should be burned. Avoid burning wet, 
damp, or moist materials.

Never burn household waste, plastic, rubber, or any materials that emit
harmful fumes.

Check air quality before lighting a bonfire—use the air quality service at 0800
556677 or visit the UK Air website.

Only burn organic matter from your plot—do not bring waste from other 
plots.

Use an incinerator, if possible, to minimize smoke and pollution.

Avoid using accelerants such as petrol, diesel, or methylated spirits.

Position the bonfire far from structures, plants, and trees. Always check for 
hibernating animals before lighting.

Never leave a bonfire unattended and have an extinguisher or water on hand 
to manage the fire if it becomes unmanageable.

Always ensure the fire is completely out before leaving the site.

If a bonfire causes a nuisance or a complaint, extinguish it immediately. For more 
information on bonfire regulations and waste disposal, visit:
www.gov.uk/garden-bonfires-rules


