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a) Energy and Infrastructure Working Group 

 
The last meeting was held in July and the notes will be available in due course. The 
meeting focussed on housing and the concerns surrounding HMOs. We were joined 
by the Housing Officer for SZC, based at East Suffolk Council who shares our 
concerns and agreed to meet us again before the next SZC Housing Review Group.  
 
N.B. The email from Head of Planning on HMO legislation was discussed at the 
Planning Meeting. We noted that homes with more than four occupants from different 
households need to obtain an HMO license. Leiston has no Article 4 restriction on 
HMOs as it fell under Suffolk Coastal before the merger, but the town is being 
considered. 
 
National Decommissioning Agency (NDA) Consultation  
 
Councils are being asked to complete a questionnaire on their ‘Draft Strategy for the 
safe, secure and sustainable decommissioning of the UK’s legacy nuclear sites’, SZA 
of course being one of these sites. If Council agrees, we will discuss our response at 
the next Energy and Infrastructure meeting on 16 September, as the closing date is 
the 29th.  In the meantime, a link to the site will be sent to councillors and any 
comments can be sent to Cllr Corbett by Monday 15th.  
 
Sealink 
 
Cllr Corbett has sent various updates on the Sea Link examination to councillors. The 
extension to the response date has resulted in a huge number of supplementary 
submissions. Not least from the local authorities and the National Government 
Organisations that have been approached to send in a Relevant Representation to 
the Planning Inspectorate. The closing date is 18 September and we will await details 
of the hearings and take part if Council feels it is appropriate. 
 
Friston Solar Park 
 
News of the Helios Energy Park has come to light due to their relevant representation 
to Sea Link. BL Solar 12 is proposing a 250mw solar farm and battery site close to 
the Friston development for Scottish Power Renewables. It would take up 90 
hectares of land with 20 acres of panels and a battery storage facility the size of over 
120 shipping containers. Clearly this adds to our woes when considering the 
cumulative impact and we need to remain hopeful that our local authorities represent 
our views robustly. We will stay close to this proposal as and when there are further 
developments.  
 
Deed of Obligation - Traffic and Transport, the Leiston Scheme 



 
A meeting of stakeholders was held on Friday last week and Cllrs Hill, Corbett and 
Last attended. The meeting was extremely positive and a great deal of ground was 
covered, which was reassuring after such a long break since the last one. We hope 
to be able to make further announcements on the delivery and details of the scheme 
quite soon. We thanked our representatives from the local authorities and SZC for 
their partnership to deliver the Leiston scheme, which has recently changed 
somewhat from the original plan and will result in a much improved project for Leiston 
than the one which was first proposed a few years ago. 

 
b) Sizewell C update 

 
Please note the tracker shortcut is attached to the agenda. With so much 
infrastructure in progress it’s difficult to know which HGVs belong to which project but 
although quite tricky to negotiate, the SZC tracker does help.  
 
Cllr Morsley attended the Northern Transport Forum on 6 August as our delegate and 
will update Council on the main points. 
 
Southern Transport Forum: Cllrs Hill, Corbett and Warner attended. The reports were 
largely the same as those already presented at the NTF with the addition of issues 
specific to the south of the development site. A few bullet points:  

● SZC are looking at the use of hydrogen buses for the community while they 
are not transporting personnel. 

● Cllr Corbett noted that the permanent beach landing facility (BLF) is featured 
on the graphics as a jetty after the station becomes operational. This was 
initially intended not to be noticeable during operation of the plant as it will 
only be required occasionally throughout the life of the station. We will seek 
clarification from SZC. 

● The Darsham park and ride will be open by the end of this year. 
● Rail continues to be a concern for a number of reasons including, the night 

time noise from idling engines in Saxmundham; the crossing closures in the 
Melton area (access for emergency vehicles to the Bawdsey peninsula area 
while closed). Network Rail (NR) representatives were asked to ensure 
adequate warning is given for closures - some of which are not SZC related! 

● The siding at the ACA in Leiston is under construction. 
● We will be informed when closures of the Leiston level crossing are planned. 

Again, NR were urged to make this timely for residents nearby. 
● The Wickham Market speed limit is due to a large lay-by being built to the 

north of the bypass for abnormal load pick ups, to avoid them stopping in the 
carriageway. Suffolk Highways insist there is a safety case behind the length 
of carriageway closure and the speed limit, which will continue until 
December. Village representatives say it is resulting in rat runs. 

● There will be disruption on the A12 at Marlesford while power and other utility 
supplies are connected to the Wickham Market park and ride. There is no 
date for this yet - but it is imminent. 

● Highways representative reported that there is a roll out of permanent signs to 
replace the yellow signs and sandbags. We will ensure Leiston is included. 



● SZC admits that Friday Street is ‘challenging’. Lane closures are expected to 
be in place until December. 

● The B1078 between Wickham Market and Coddenham will have a 
programme of improvements beginning in November for two months. Best to 
avoid. 

● Water bowsers are filling up at two hydrants - Levington and Martlesham 
Heath. Suffolk and Essex Water are confident there is enough supply.  

● SZC reported that Scottish Power will be closing the road at Knodishall 10 - 
13 October.  

● Hydrogen supplies and bus maintenance will be based at the old John Grose 
site. 

● Transport: HGV numbers are rising to within 100 of the daily limit for this 
stage of the project in the DCO and more are approaching from the north than 
expected (from Great Yarmouth). Highways representative reported that HGV 
numbers before 9am and after 4pm are being exceeded and this is being 
investigated. There will be seven permanent traffic monitoring sites but their 
locations are yet to be decided. 

 
To note:  
 
Councillors have a site tour on Monday 29 September (am). If you haven’t already done so, 
please inform the Town Clerk if you intend to join. 
 
It is worth noting that an application has been made to East Suffolk Council for 400 touring 
caravans at their Pakefield campus (formerly Pontins). 
 
Ends 
 
 
 
 

 
 


