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26 September 2025 

To Whom It May Concern, 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council 

Response to NDA Draft Strategy 2025 (July Consultation) 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to the NDA’s Draft 
Strategy 2025. As the host community for Sizewell A (decommissioning), Sizewell B (operating), and 
the planned Sizewell C development, our community has for many decades been acutely aware of 
the opportunities and the challenges presented by hosting the past, present and future of nuclear 
energy generation in the UK. 
 
Our comments address the consultation questions with a focus on the importance and impact of 
hosting a nuclear site on our community, our environment, and our local economy. 

Q1. Introduction 

The introduction has clearly outlined  the NDA’s remit and challenges. However, we believe it  would 
be strengthened by more focus on: 
- The specific impacts on host communities, including pressures on our infrastructure, the local 
environment and the socio-economic impacts. 
- Coastal risks such as sea-level rise, erosion, and flood defence, are particularly acute close to the 
Sizewell sites. 
- How communities might be engaged - not only in consultation but also having oversight of delivery. 

Q2. Sustainability 

We welcome the alignment with the UN SDGs. To strengthen the approach: 
- It would be appropriate to integrate climate resilience for coastal sites. 
- Commit fully to biodiversity restoration and nature recovery in site end-states. 
- Provide clear, measurable sustainability information, reported at site level. 
- Ensure cross-generational benefits, not just during active decommissioning. 

Transparency and confirmation that the water supply is sufficient to serve the Town of Leiston-cum-
Sizewell, SZA and B, predicted housing increase in housing supply and the building of a Campus and 
College on the Coast 

Q3. Group Strategy & Collective Delivery 

We support the collective approach across the NDA group. Key additional opportunities: 
- Site-specific legacy plans, co-designed with host communities. 
- Collaboration with local authorities on infrastructure needs (roads, housing, flood defences). 
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- Stronger commitment to skills and apprenticeships for local residents. 
- Enhanced independent health and environmental monitoring. 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell seeks clarification as to why there is a deferred decommissioning period for 
SZA? 

Q4. Safe Stewardship 

The aspiration is appropriate but should also include: 
- Greater transparency and community confidence-building through open reporting. 
- Planning for cumulative impacts of multiple nuclear facilities at Sizewell. 
- Clearer commitments to restoration of land for public and environmental benefit. 

Q5. Optimising Estate Use 

The objective is clear. Opportunities to explore: 
- Reuse of land for community, educational, or heritage purposes. 
- Ecological restoration and green infrastructure. 
- Potential for renewables to make use of areas on site that can be repurposed and for SZC to do 
likewise (which we understand is already in progress.) 
- Early community involvement in shaping the outcomes for the site where appropriate. 

Q6. Integrated Waste Management Principles 

The updated IWM principles are welcome. We recommend: 
- Stronger focus on minimising local transport risks. 
- Independent environmental and health monitoring. 
- Transparent communication on waste types, volumes, and timescales. 

Q7. Non-Radioactive Materials 

Opportunities include: 
- Developing local recycling and circular economy initiatives. 
- Reusing safe materials in heritage or environmental projects or for nuclear new build. 
- Using surplus soils and aggregates in habitat creation and coastal defence, as well as in the case 
of Sizewell, on the new build site. 
These must be supported by rigorous screening and community reassurance. 

Q8. NDA Role in the Wider UK Nuclear Enterprise 

The NDA’s position is broadly clear, but should be refined to: 
- Clarify the interface between decommissioning (Sizewell A), operating site (Sizewell B) and new 
build (Sizewell C). 
- Emphasise coordination with regulators and local authorities on emergency planning and 
infrastructure, due to an increase in workforce for Sizewell C and an operational workforce of 700 at 
Sizewell B. 
- Highlight the NDA’s role in innovation, research and development, creating opportunities for local 
skills and businesses. 

Q9. Critical Enablers 
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We agree with the proposed enablers. We recommend: 
- Elevating community engagement as a critical enabler. 
- Including climate resilience and risk management explicitly. 
- Strengthening support for local supply chains and SMEs. 
- Ensuring independent, transparent environmental monitoring including the ongoing relationship 
with Sizewell B and the new build project. 

Conclusion 

Leiston-cum-Sizewell bears a unique responsibility and has many challenges as the long-term host 
of nuclear facilities. We welcome the NDA’s strategy but urge greater emphasis on: 
- Climate resilience and coastal protection. 
- Transparent, participatory engagement with host communities. 
- Long-term socio-economic and environmental legacies. 
- Recognition of cumulative impacts at complex sites like Sizewell, with the greatest emphasis on 
the relationship with Sizewell B and most importantly, Sizewell C.. 
 
We look forward to continued dialogue to ensure the NDA’s responsibilities deliver not only safe 
stewardship of the Sizewell A nuclear estate but also lasting, positive outcomes for our parish, as 
the host of one of the largest nuclear sites in the UK.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Helen Greengrass (E Sig) 

Helen Greengrass 

Town Clerk 
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council 
 


