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Background
About the Project

Net Zero Leiston (NZL) is an ambitious and exciting project aimed at delivering a
greener, more prosperous future for our town. Since its inception in 2020, the project
aims to enable a significant reduction in carbon emissions and foster a sustainable,
eco-friendly environment for Leiston residents.

The project also seeks to provide a replicable model for other locations to start their Net
Zero journey, demonstrating how a community-driven approach to decarbonisation can
lead to substantial environmental, economic, and social benefit.

In 2020-2021 Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council endorsed a Route to Net Zero in
Leiston and detailed Technical Manual and Route Map.

In 2025 the Project has detailed a Net Zero Leiston Pathway. This paper outlines how
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council can support the delivery of those aspirations for
Leiston, and its own journey toward Net Zero.

1. Strategic Foundations for a Net Zero Pathway in Leiston

¢ Alignment
Council will work closely with partners to frame local interventions within the
broader Net Zero Route Map and Technical Manual.

e Embed Net Zero Leiston aspirations ion Planning Consultation Responses
Ensure Council responds to meetings with developers, and planning
consultations, and embeds Net Zero Pathway aspirations (ie: energy-efficient
design, sustainable drainage, passive design, low-carbon transport access, and
green infrastructure integration)

e Embeds Net Zero Pathway aspirations within its Neighbourhood plan review

¢ Hold Sizewell C accountable as the host parish to its Net Zero and
Biodiversity targets

2. Traffic, Transport & Active Travel

e Promote Cycling & Walking Strategy
Supportinfrastructure through its Cycling and Walking Strategy to encourage
modal shift locally from cars.
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Support local projects that encourage active walking and cycling

Enable Electric Vehicle Charging (EVC)

Support the installation charging infrastructure at key public venues to support
local EV adoption

3. Adaptation & Flood Resilience

Develop Flood Attenuation

Extend climate adaptation by encouraging local flood attenuation projects—e.g.
sustainable drainage systems, rain gardens, storage basins—to enhance climate
resilience while offering biodiversity benefits.

Explore water capture on LTC owned allotment sites

4. Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy

Energy Efficiency Audits & Upgrades

Conduct energy usage audits for LTC owned buildings and install insulation,
smart controls, and heat pumps where feasible—building upon Net Zero
Leiston’s pilot schemes for hybrid heat pumps and EPC (Energy Performance
Certificates) targeting.

Install Solar PV Across Council Assets

Explore rooftop solar PV (with batteries if viable) on LTC owned buildings where
possible to reduce grid reliance and operating costs—consistent with Route Map
recommendations.

5. Biodiversity & Green Infrastructure

Meet statutory duties under the 2021 Environment Act

Continue to develop a Local Biodiversity Action Plan that includes woodland
planting, wildflower corridors, and habitat improvements—boosting carbon
sequestration and community well-being.

Measure and Report Progress on Biodiversity Action Plan on annual basis

6. Community Engagement:

Ends

Support Net Zero Leiston in awareness-raising campaigns.



