
   

                                                                                 
Pre-meeting Reports 

10 February 2026 

  

178. County Councillor  
 
County Councillor Haworth-Culf was in attendance. A report had been previously circulated. 
The County Councillor confirmed submission of a response to the deadline for Sea-Link 
hearings, highlighting concerns regarding traffic impacts and potential effects on local tourism, 
and thanked residents for their engagement. 
 
An increase in potholes and road defects due to adverse weather and heavier traffic was 
reported. Recent repairs on Sizewell Gap Road will be re-inspected, with a wider road condition 
investigation planned. Residents were encouraged to continue reporting defects and HGV 
concerns.  She advised that efforts are being made to seek alternative funding to enable repairs 
to be carried out on Sizewell Gap Road, including defects that fall outside standard intervention 
thresholds. It was acknowledged that increased traffic volumes and heavy vehicles have 
contributed to the deterioration of road conditions, and while responsibility and funding sources 
are complex, pressure is being applied to ensure necessary repairs are undertaken where 
possible. 
 
Members were informed of ongoing rail works around Leiston, with a planned level crossing 
closure at the end of February. 
 
Updates were provided on new SEND provision in Saxmundham, the forthcoming departure of 
the Chief Executive, and the upcoming release of school placement notifications. The launch 
of a community walking and cycling hub at the Live Well Hub, Leiston on 16 February 10am-
3.30pm was also noted. 
 
Concerns were raised regarding litter along the A12, with clarification given that responsibility 
for clearance primarily rests with National Highways. Additional concerns were raised about 
abandoned temporary road signage and traffic management equipment, Cllr Haworth-Culf 
confirmed these issues will be raised with relevant contractors.  Temporary speed restrictions 
associated with development consent orders were also discussed, Councillor Haworth-Culf 
confirmed there is limited authority available to amend them before works are completed. 
 

179. District Councillor 
 
District Councillor Katie Graham was in attendance, and a report had been previously 
circulated. District Councillor Katie Graham provided updates on energy infrastructure, 
including ongoing Sea-Link responses and early consultation on the Lionlink project with parish 
and town councils. She outlined the rollout of the “Better Recycling” scheme, with full 
implementation expected in June, and highlighted two grant schemes for social cohesion and 
children’s arts, culture, and reading initiatives. Funding for the Leiston Market Square should 
be approved by Full Council. See report. Councillor Graham also reported on coastal erosion 
at Thorpeness, noting six properties have been evacuated and are scheduled for demolition, 
with the Council supporting residents and a managed realignment strategy. 
 

180. Public Forum  



 
A consultation regarding the potential removal of the Telephone Box in Sizewell Road was 
noted. The Long Shop Museum has expressed interest in preserving or repurposing the 
structure for heritage use should removal proceed. 
 
The Long Shop Museum provided an operational update, confirming plans to open earlier than 
usual on 14 March, with a steam-up event scheduled for 19 April. The museum is also seeking 
assurances that tourist brown signage affected by A12 junction works will be reinstated to 
maintain visitor access. 
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181. Apologies  

 
Apologies were received from Cllr Hawkins. 
 
 

182. Declarations of Interest  
 
Councillor Last for Leiston Place Board, Councillor Levermore for Community Land Trust, 
Councillor Geater for Personnel, Councillor Crisp for Community Land Trust and Councillor Hill 
for Leiston Place Board. 
 

183. Minutes of the Meeting held 13 January 2026 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Last and agreed to approve 
the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 13 January 2026.    
 

184. Mayor’s Communications 
 



On 22 January Cllr Atherton and myself went along to see the work being undertaken to 
enhance Millennium Wood which is situated alongside the Hayling’s Road Allotments.  This 
work involved the removal of disused sheds and the clearance of a vast amount of accumulated 
rubbish. We were very impressed with the difference the work had already made and once fully 
cleared know there are further plans to enhance the area.  The TRU7 Group based at Kesgrave 
were the company undertaking the clearance as part of the supporting community initiatives 
with Sizewell C. We met members of the TRU7 Group together with senior members of the 
Sizewell C team.  On behalf of the Council, I thank Sizewell C and the TRU7 Group for 
undertaking this work to help restore this area for the benefit of our community. 
 
I have been advised by the Rev Richard Finch that he will be retiring later this year and leaving 
his posts as Rector of Leiston with Sizewell and as Rural Dean for Saxmundham Deanery. It 
may, however, be a while until a date is confirmed. When a date is known I am sure the Council 
would wish to write and thank him for his contribution to the town and wish him well in his 
retirement. 
 

185. Assets  
  

a) Film Theatre Working Group  
Councillor Cooper reported that a comprehensive review of the Film Theatre is being 
undertaken to ensure its long-term viability and to protect the historic fabric of the 
building. This matter will be further discussed in camera at the end of the meeting. 
 

b) Live Well Hub Update  
The previously circulated report was noted.  The Town Clerk reported that a 
photographic exhibition produced by the Sizewell Creative Group will shortly be installed 
in the Hub corridor to enhance the space.  
 

c) Suffolk New College Proposals  
Councillors discussed the proposal received from Suffolk New College and noted that 
further clarification is required regarding rental value, storage needs, legal terms, and 
course suitability. It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor 
Morsley, and agreed that the proposal be approved in principle and that a small working 
group be established to investigate the details further, including rental value, storage 
requirements, and legal advice. The working group will comprise Councillors Trimmer, 
Cooper, Motion, Morsley, and Hill.                                                                                     

186. Open Spaces  
 

a) Minutes of Open Spaces Meeting held 27 January 2026  
The minutes were noted. No recommendations required Council approval. 
 

b) Stocks Fair - Event Application (1-8 June 2026) 
The Council considered the application and noted that all required documentation had 
been submitted though yet to be reviewed. It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, 
seconded by Councillor Morsley, and agreed that the event be approved, a charge of 
£200 per operational day be applied, and that the terms and conditions of hire be 
adhered to. 

  
187. Finance 



 
a) Accounts paid January and Month 10 Income and Expenditure 

It was proposed by Councillor Levermore, seconded by Councillor Cooper and agreed 
to approve the January Month 10 accounts along with monthly income and expenditure. 
 

b) Small Grant Applications 
 
Leiston Works Railway 
Councillors noted the grant request of £1,000–£1,500 from Leiston Works Railway 
towards the cost of structural engineering drawings for the Buller Road Platform. After 
discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Swift, seconded by Councillor Dix, and agreed 
that a grant of £500 be awarded. 
 
Leiston Events Group 
Councillors noted the request from Leiston Events Group to use the Community Centre 
one morning per month to host charity coffee mornings. It was proposed by Councillor 
Levermore, seconded by Councillor Atherton, and agreed that the use be supported free 
of charge, representing approximately £500 in-kind. 
 

188. Infrastructure Working Groups  
 

a) Sizewell C  
The previously circulated report was noted, and Councillor Corbett was thanked for her 
work.  Councillor Corbett highlighted some of the main points in her report: Suffolk 
County Council will provide improved signage to indicate the town is open, wheel-
washing facilities for lorries will be installed once the entrance plaza is completed, with 
cleaning of roads also increased. Temporary speed limits have been reduced where 
possible, although variable speed limit technology is not available for temporary limits.. 
Angel Lane Blythburgh will be permanently closed, with traffic rerouted via Walberswick 
crossroads; the new roundabout is scheduled to open in late April and the link road by 
Q3 2027. Local contractors will receive parking permits, and the relocation of ACA 
offices will free up additional parking spaces. Limited lay-by facilities for HGVs will be 
provided at Northern Park and Ride, Darsham, Orwell Crossing, and Ipswich, with 
penalties for non-compliance. Pothole funding and road repairs remain under review, 
with the town’s roads affected by increased traffic, including HGVs. Parking expansion 
at Darsham Railway Station was discussed, with long-term management dependent on 
Network Rail and the landowner. Installation of signalling cabinets on Station Road is 
scheduled for 26th February, with potential noise impacts noted. Business impacts, 
including reduced visits to Leiston, are being monitored, with mitigation via the Business 
Support Fund and local events. Finally, the Transport Review Group update noted that, 
HGV movements are capped at 600 per day, and convoying continues despite 
guidelines. Councillor Corbett also outlined the Infrastructure Working Group’s response 
to the Sea Link consultation and ongoing concerns about cable route options affecting 
Sizewell construction traffic. 
 
Councillor Levermore raised the need to engage with the Transport Review Group. 
Councillors noted that no follow-up meeting had been received since the last 
consultation.  The Clerk and Mayor will follow up with Transport Coordinator, Sizewell 
C 



Councillors noted ongoing difficulties in arranging a meeting with Scottish Power 
Renewables.  It was agreed that direct phone contact would be pursued. 
 

b) Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) Stakeholder Survey 
Councillors noted receipt of a survey from the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, with 
a closing date in March. It was agreed that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and Clerk would 
review and respond to the survey on behalf of the Council. Proposed responses will be 
circulated to all councillors for comment before submission.  
 

c) Energy and Infrastructure  
Councillors noted the previously circulated notes of the meeting held 20 January 2026. 
 

189. Highways 
 

a) Highways Committee 
Councillors noted minutes of the Highways Committee meeting held 20 January 2026.  
It was acknowledged that a Suffolk County Council representative had been unable to 
attend the most recent meeting. Members expressed continued concern regarding the 
standard of pothole repairs and the general deterioration of road surfaces throughout 
the town, particularly along King Georges Avenue and Main Street. It was noted that 
patch repairs are proving short-lived and are not addressing underlying surface failure. 
The Council agreed that renewed dialogue with Suffolk County Council Highways is 
necessary and that a meeting should be arranged to review local concerns, including 
traffic impacts associated with Sizewell C construction activity. 

 
190.  Outside Bodies  

a) Leiston Community Land Trust  
Councillor Crisp reported that the Community Land Trust had circulated its High 
Street and Housing questionnaire to residents over the Christmas and New Year 
period and had received approximately 150 responses. Feedback highlighted 
recurring themes regarding the vitality of the High Street, particularly following the 
closure of Coopers and the Factory Shop. The Community Land Trust has made 
preliminary enquiries with supermarket operators regarding potential interest in High 
Street premises; however, initial responses suggest that current premises may be 
too small and lack suitable servicing and parking facilities.  Stakeholder meetings 
regarding Market Square improvements have been postponed pending further 
updates from East Suffolk Council. 
 

b) Aldeburgh, Leiston and Saxmundham Community Partnership Meeting held 
21 January 2026   
The Town Clerk reported on the most recent Community Partnership meeting. A 
presentation was received on the Cultural Strategy, and an overview was provided 
of Leiston’s designation as a “Marmot Place,” an evidence-based initiative aimed at 
reducing health inequalities. The Live Well Hub was recognised as playing a key role 
in supporting this work. Discussion also covered available Community Cohesion 
Grant funding. Members were advised that the current Community Partnership 
Officer will be leaving, replacement to be announced. Minutes will be circulated once 
available. 
 

c) Leiston Town Centre Working Group  



Members were advised that further updates regarding the Town Centre Working 
Group are expected to be presented at the next Place Board meeting. No additional 
matters were raised. 
 

d) Leiston Place Board  
It was reported that the next Place Board meeting is scheduled for 16 March 2026.  
 

e) Leiston Market Square - Stakeholder Group held 20 January 2026 
The Mayor reported the recent Market Square stakeholder meeting held on 20 
January had been productive; however, the subsequent February meeting was 
postponed aligning future discussions with East Suffolk Council meetings. Members 
await further information regarding the progression of design proposals. 
 

f) Net Zero Leiston  
Councillor Levermore reported that the next Net Zero Leiston meeting is tomorrow. 
At the previous meeting, discussion had centred on expanding the electric bike 
scheme within the town, including the potential installation of an additional docking 
point in the Ashfield Drive area to improve accessibility for residents. It was noted 
that engagement with Suffolk County Council would be required in relation to siting 
on public highway land. Members agreed that the Council would support discussions 
where appropriate and that the matter could be raised with Highways to assist 
progress. 
 

g) Leiston Library 
Councillors noted the previously circulated reports.  Councillor Dix reported that the 
library has experienced a busy and positive period. Approximately forty responses 
were received to a recent customer survey, with overwhelmingly favourable 
feedback regarding the service provided to the community. Four new trustees have 
joined the management group, strengthening governance capacity.  The Singing for 
Health sessions continue to be well attended, and the Christmas Fair, which included 
a storyteller funded by the Long Shop Museum, was successful. Forty children’s 
books were gifted during the festive period. Trustees are currently sourcing 
replacement seating for the children’s area and exploring improvements to the 
kitchen facilities in consultation with East Suffolk Council. Work is ongoing regarding 
the installation of the defibrillator outside the building, with potential siting options 
under consideration. 
 

h) Leiston Events Group 
The Town Clerk reported that positive steps are being taken to re-establish and 
reinvigorate the Leiston Events Group. Following a meeting with representatives 
including the Long Shop Museum, it was confirmed that volunteers are being 
recruited and a programme of events is being developed.  Planned activities include 
a classic car show, involvement in the Summer Cinema in the Park event, and early 
preparations for Christmas 2026.  
Cllr Corbett reported that she is actively working to have the Christmas lights taken 
down. 
 

 
191. Civic Matters/Events  

 



a) Notice of Vacancy  
The Council noted that co-option will take place at the March meeting. 
 

b) Cost of October By-Election 
The invoice in excess of £9,000 for October By-Election was noted. 
 

c) Council Regalia 
It was proposed by Councillor Crisp, seconded by Councillor Geater and agreed that 
appropriate regalia for Deputy Mayor be progressed.  Options and pricing will be brought 
to the March meeting.  
 

d) Lamp Light of Peace 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Levermore and agreed 
that a commemorative flag be purchased for Remembrance Day. 

 
e) Cinema in the Park 2026, provisionally 1st August 2026  

The Mayor reported that an initial planning meeting was held on 28 January regarding 
the proposed Cinema in the Park event, provisionally scheduled for 1 August 2026, 
attended by representatives from Sizewell C, the Long Shop Museum, the Film Theatre 
and the Town Council. The event will provide an outdoor community cinema experience, 
with potential daytime activities led by the Leiston Events Group. A follow-up meeting 
will progress logistical and licensing arrangements, and Councillors were invited to 
submit names of volunteers willing to assist. 
 

192. Policies and Procedures  
 

a) Biodiversity Annual Report 
It was proposed by Councillor Motion, seconded by Councillor Atherton and agreed that 
the Biodiversity Annual Report (with minor amendments) be approved. 
 

b) Lone Working Policy 
Members reviewed the updated Lone Working Policy and discussed the proposed 
amendments ensuring electronic calendars are kept updates and the Clerk is informed 
of any emergency contact detail changes.  It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, 
seconded by Councillor Levermore and agreed that the Lone Working Policy, 
incorporating the amendments outlined above, be approved. 

 
c) CCTV Policy 

It was proposed by Councillor Levermore, seconded by Councillor Atherton and agreed 
that the CCTV Policy (no changes) be approved. 
 

d) Long Service Awards Policy 
It was proposed by Councillor Levermore, seconded by Councillor Last and agreed that 
the Long Service Awards Policy, subject to amendment, be approved. 
 

e) Adoption of AI Tools and Options 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Morsley, and agreed that 
the Council progress towards adoption of a corporate AI solution and develop an 
appropriate governance and training framework.   The Clerk will attend an AI workshop 
at the next Towns Conference. 



 
193. Planning Matters (Plans are available for viewing online at East Suffolk 

Council  https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/) 
 
 

a) Planning Committee Notes of Meeting held 27 January 2026 
Councillors noted the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held 27 January 2026. 
 

b) East Suffolk Council Planning Forum attended 02 February 2026 
The Clerk reported herself and Councillor Motion attended the East Suffolk Council 
Planning Forum. Key points included updates on the National Planning Policy 
Framework, East Suffolk Local Plan, community engagement initiatives, design codes 
and the Development Charter. Councillor Motion queried HMO’s in Leiston and was 
advised they are included in the Sizewell C DCO as part of the proposed housing. 
Objections are limited, with traffic, transport, and obvious curtilage or light impacts being 
the main grounds for consideration by Council.  
 

c) Planning Applications  
DC/26/0263/CON  
Consultation - To remove 1 public payphones - Street Payphone O/S Post Office 
Sizewell Road Leiston Suffolk IP16 4AA  
The council considered the consultation regarding the redundant telephone box. Two 
proposals were made: first, to purchase the telephone box for £1, proposed by 
Councillor Dix and seconded by Councillor Morsley; second, to relocate the box outside 
the library with the possibility of housing the library’s defibrillator, proposed by Councillor 
Motion, seconded by Councillor Morsley. Both proposals were agreed.  
 
DC/25/4971/LBC   
The Red House Red House Lane Leiston Suffolk IP16 4LR  
Listed Building Consent - Conversion of Red House Farmhouse and two barns to 5no. 
dwellings, associated access and gardens. Minor alterations proposed to the floor plans 
and elevations of the Listed Building, and retention of works already undertaken  
Councillor Motion recommended APPROVAL, seconded by Councillor Swift and 
agreed.  
 
DC/25/4970/FUL  
The Red House Red House Lane Leiston Suffolk IP16 4LR Conversion of Red House 
Farmhouse and two barns to 5no. dwellings, associated access and gardens. Minor 
alterations proposed to the floor plans and elevations of the Listed Building, and 
retention of works already undertaken  
Councillor Motion recommended APPROVAL, seconded by Councillor Swift and 
agreed.  
 
DC/26/0140/FUL  
Land South Of Perrett Way Leiston Suffolk  
Hybrid planning application: (i) full planning application for residential development of 
134 dwellings (including affordable) together with public open space, roads, accesses, 
parking, garages, drainage and associated infrastructure; and (ii) outline planning 
application for a phased development of 7 serviced building plots for self-build and 
custom build housing with all matters reserved except for access and layout. NOTE: 

https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=T99TLYQX06O00
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=T99TLYQX06O00
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray


Public are advised this application will be considered at the next Planning Meeting on 
24th February, 6.30pm, Leiston Community Centre  
The council noted the large-scale residential development application and agreed to 
defer discussion to the next full planning meeting (the Clerk has secured an extension 
on this application) to allow further public and councillor input. The Clerk has written to 
all residents who previously contacted the Town Council to confirm that their concerns 
have been noted, to advise the date of the upcoming meeting, and to encourage them 
to submit comments directly to East Suffolk Council. Councillors were reminded to 
ensure a quorum for this meeting, and an email will be sent to request confirmation of 
attendance. 
 
 

194. County Matters 
 
Concerns were raised regarding local businesses, specifically Tony’s Fried Chicken and other 
shops affected by unsightly areas. It was confirmed that East Suffolk Council enforcement 
officers have visited affected sites and taken appropriate action where possible; however, 
powers are limited for actions on private curtilages. Councillors noted repeated challenges in 
resolving enforcement issues, with some cases taking years and often being reset. Councillor 
Trimmer questioned whether direct engagement with business management had occurred; it 
was clarified that East Suffolk Council is handling enforcement, and the Town Council has been 
advised not to intervene directly. The limitations of enforcement and ongoing frustrations 
regarding road surfacing and potholes were acknowledged. 
  

195. District Matters 
 
Councillors raised concerns regarding damaged and eroded verges across the town, 
particularly in St Margarets Crescent and Seward Avenue, caused by rainfall and vehicle 
parking. It was noted that previous solutions, such as verge matting, are no longer used, and 
significant truck damage on verges remain an ongoing problem. Councillors discussed the 
challenges of working with Suffolk County Highways and utility companies to resolve these 
issues.  
 

196. Correspondence  
No correspondence was received. 
 

197. Questions to Mayor 
Councillor Levermore raised the issue of a van parked in the Sylvester Road car park, owned 
by Flagship. The Clerk has previously written to Flagship regarding this matter and will follow 
up again. No positive response has been received to date. 
 

The meeting finished at 9.17pm 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Corbett, seconded by Councillor Crisp and agreed that, under 
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the 
Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be conducted.  
 
In Camera  
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