  
	Pre-meeting Reports
10 March 2026


	198.
	SZC

The Mayor welcomed guest speakers from Sizewell C, Zoe Botten (Community Relations Manager), Darren Bedford‑Brown (Community Safety Officer), and Ollie Fordham (Car Parking  Manager). 

Ollie Fordham delivered an overview of recent changes to the parking and traffic management arrangements associated with the Sizewell C project. 

Sizewell C’s workforce has grown to around 2,000 people, but on‑site parking remains limited to about 1,000 spaces. To manage demand, a new parking alignment programme has been introduced, increasing use of park and ride sites, tightening access to the Associated Development Campus (ACA), and aiming to reduce fly‑parking in nearby residential areas. 

Access to the Sizewell Social car park has been reduced from roughly 100 spaces to 45, now reserved solely for G4S security staff. G4S also carry out increased patrols to deter fly‑parking. A disciplinary system has been introduced whereby workers identified as fly‑parking will receive warnings, with loss of site access after a third offence.

Dedicated parking has now been provided for induction attendees and visitors to prevent overflow into town. The Darsham park and ride will expand from 50 to 300 spaces and continues to grow in phases. Wickham Market and Martlesham park and ride sites have also increased capacity.  Although improvements have been made, some fly‑parking continues. 

Concerns were raised specifically about vehicles in the Sizewell Road car park, however, Sizewell C noted that many of these vehicles cannot yet be linked to their workforce via the registration database. Campervans used by some workers remain a challenge, particularly regarding staff safety, though their legal status as vehicles parked on the highway limits enforcement.  Workers living within 1,500 metres of the ACA are not allocated parking and are expected to walk or cycle. To support those affected, Sizewell C is trialling limited additional parking in Leiston for car‑sharers and is exploring potential local transport options.

Councillors questioned the accuracy of the vehicle registration database, the adequacy of future parking capacity, and the impact of additional buses and minibuses in town. Sizewell C stated that both major park and ride sites will reach full capacity later this year and may be expanded further. Beach area parking concerns are being monitored, and security patrols continue to address any misuse.

It was proposed by Councillor Corbett, seconded by Councillor Last and agreed the time being 7.30pm standing orders be suspended to allow the public part of the meeting to be completed. 

Members of the public raised issues including road safety, speeding, residential parking pressures, HMOs with multiple vehicles, and visitor parking availability near the town centre. There were also questions about whether the Sizewell branch line could be used for passenger transport, though this is not included in the current planning consent. 

The Mayor thanked the Sizewell C representatives for attending.


	199.
	County Councillor 

County Councillor Haworth‑Culf was not in attendance, and her report had been previously circulated.  The report outlined upcoming County Council elections and the pre‑election moratorium, updates on Sea Link and LionLink consultations, and ongoing Sizewell C construction impacts including extensive road closures, traffic management measures, and park‑and‑ride operations. It highlights school admissions outcomes, the closure of Access Community Trust services, a new road‑safety campaign supporting school crossing patrols, and Suffolk County Council’s objections to the LionLink project due to environmental and community impacts. Additional updates cover proposed joint chief executive appointments, a trial scheme to remove vehicles obstructing roadworks, a successful prosecution for romance fraud, and recognition of Suffolk’s sustainability initiatives. The report concludes with information on priority service registrations, flood alerts, and detailed roadworks across Leiston, Yoxford, Benhall, Darsham, Wickham Market, and other areas related to Sizewell C infrastructure works.

Councillors raised several matters including the poor condition of the Sizewell Gap cycle path, Eastward Ho road chippings, the impact of new EV chargers on residential parking, and the need for new yellow lines in Valley Road. The Clerk noted these for the Highways Committee meeting next week.


	200.
	District Councillor

District Councillor Graham was not in attendance, and her report had been previously circulated.  The report outlined temporary footpath restrictions at Sizewell Beach due to MBIF jetty works, support for short‑term coastal defences at Thorpeness to protect vulnerable homes, a World Book Day initiative distributing gardening and reading activity booklets to local primary schools, and ongoing cost‑of‑living support available through East Suffolk Council.

Cllr Geater raised concerns on dog controls at Sizewell beach after a recent dog attack which would be referred to Cllr Graham. 


	201.
	Public Forum 

A resident highlighted the need for yellow lines in Valley Road to address obstruction issues. Several residents echoed concerns about speeding through the town and requested consideration of further traffic‑calming measures. Residents also raised concerns about the lack of available public parking for visitors due to increased demand. The Mayor confirmed that issues relating to East Suffolk Council operated car parks would be followed up with the district councillor.

The three candidates for the vacancy of councillor all gave a short presentation before the start of the formal meeting.
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	202.
	Apologies 

There were no apologies.


	203.
	Co-option to Vacancy of Councillor

The Town Clerk outlined the voting procedure under Standing Orders for situations with more than two candidates, and confirmed advice received from SALC and the Monitoring Officer that councillors were not required to declare an interest for simply knowing candidates. Several councillors voluntarily declared knowledge with candidates.
Councillor Cooper proposed a closed paper ballot, seconded by Councillor Last and agreed. Ballots were issued and counted, and Jennifer Housego was duly elected to fill the councillor vacancy.  She signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took her seat at the table.


	204.
	Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Last for Leiston Place Board, Councillor Geater for Personnel, Councillor Crisp for Community Land Trust and Councillor Hill for Leiston Place Board and Planning app DC/26/0082/FUL.


	205.
	Minutes of the Meeting held 10 February 2026

It was proposed by Councillor Last, seconded by Councillor Swift and agreed the minutes of the meeting were a true record.   


	206.
	Mayor’s Communications

I was delighted to learn that the Royal British Legion Band Leiston and the Rose and Sweet William Club had been awarded funding from the Sizewell C Community Fund from the latest round of grant applications. Letters from both organisations are included on the agenda under correspondence. 

On 24 February I attended the National Local Government Association Star Awards Ceremony at The House of Lords as a finalist in the Councillor of the Year category.  Although I did not bring back the award, I was proud to represent Leiston at this prestigious event meeting Councillors from all over the country.

I read in the local press that Leiston resident Mr Michael Laskey had been awarded the King’s Gold Medal for Poetry 2025. This honour can be awarded to residents of the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth, so it was a significant achievement.  On behalf of the Town Council, I wrote to congratulate Mr Laskey. He replied to say he had much appreciated the letter.

I will be attending, by invitation, the Ceremonial Handover of the Squadron Banner of 1379 (Leiston) Squadron on 16 March. This will mark the changeover of Command of 1379 Squadron from Squadron Leader Stuart Smith to Flying Officer William Mayhew. This follows the reorganisation of the Sector Structure within Norfolk and Suffolk. Squadron Leader Smith will assume Command of Sector 4 comprising Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Beccles and Leiston.


	207.
	Assets 
 
a) Assets Meeting 3 March 2026
Councillors noted the minutes. Councillor Cooper advised the Film Theatre would be closed from 20 April to 1 May for essential maintenance.

b) Live Well Hub Update 
Councillors noted the report.  The Clerk presented the performance summary, noting strong attendance, especially from older adults, excellent satisfaction feedback and effective signposting to wellbeing and support services.

c) Suffolk New College Meeting 3 March 2026 
Councillor Cooper reported a positive meeting, but insufficient clarity existed regarding tenancy responsibilities, financial implications and long-term commitments.  A meeting to include Suffolk County Council, Suffolk College and the Council would be arranged to discuss how to move forward. 


	208.
	Open Spaces 

a) ESSL Contract Meeting held 11 February 2026 
The minutes were noted.  The RFO advised Paul Tynan was retiring at the end of April and it was agreed to send a formal letter of thanks for his dedicated long service to the town.

b) King Georges Avenue, Flood Attenuation and Nature Space Project – Meeting held 25 February 2026 
The minutes will be circulated once available. 





	209.
	Finance

a) Accounts paid February and Month 11 Income and Expenditure
It was proposed by Councillor Levermore, seconded by Councillor Last and agreed to approve the February Month 11 accounts along with monthly income and expenditure.

b) Notes of Finance Working Group Meeting held 2 March 2026
Councillors noted the previously circulated minutes.  The RFO guided councillors through the recommendations arising from the recent Finance Working Group meeting. Each recommendation was considered in turn:

Film Theatre Admission Charges Review
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Morsley and agreed a £1 increase to admission charges to be introduced in two stages during the next financial year at the Film Theatre Manager’s discretion.

Film Theatre Membership Scheme
It was proposed by Councillor Morsley, seconded by Councillor Levermore and agreed to launch the membership scheme from 1 April 2026. 

New Bank Account
It was proposed by Councillor Levermore, seconded by Councillor Cooper and agreed to place additional funds into secure investment accounts, such as the Redwood bond or the CCLA Public Sector Investment account and not open a new bank account.

Fees and Charges Review 2026/27
The RFO had compared the Council’s hire fees with those of similar facilities across neighbouring towns which were broadly in line with local comparators and on a proposal from Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Atherton it was agreed not to increase the charges for 2026/27.

c) Financial Policies
The following financial governance documents had been reviewed:

Financial Regulations (updated to replace Clerk with Assets Officer as the RFO following staffing changes)
Financial Risk Assessment (minor updates only)
Investment Policy (updated to reflect the new FSCS protection limit of £120,000)

It was proposed by Councillor Levermore, seconded by Councillor Cooper and agreed to approve the amended policies. 


	210.
	Infrastructure Working Groups 

a) Sizewell C (SZC)
Councillor Corbett went through her report which had been previously circulated.

The main points raised the Community Forum on 19 March, updates on roadworks including progress on the Friday Street and Yoxford roundabouts, upcoming Abbey Road closures linked to the Green Rail Route, and early reopening of Abbey Lane. A meeting with East Suffolk Council SZC housing officers highlighted ongoing monitoring of HMOs, limited insight into empty housing association properties, and positive feedback on contractor accommodation at Pakefield and High Lodge. Traffic scheme discussions remain delayed, SZC staff bus route issues have been corrected, and the East Suffolk Communities Energy Partnership meeting raised concerns about coastal erosion, haul routes, and widespread objections to Sea Link and LionLink. The Council will seek to speak at the next Sea Link hearing and will submit an objection to the LionLink consultation.

b) Energy and Infrastructure 
Meeting date to be confirmed.

c) SSG Minutes of the Meeting held 27 November 2025
Councillors noted the minutes of the meeting which had only just been received.  Next meeting scheduled for tomorrow (11 March).


	211.
	Highways

a) Highways Committee
Councillors noted the date of next Highways Meeting 17 March 2026, 3pm, Waterloo Centre.


	212.
	Outside Bodies 

a) Leiston Community Land Trust 
Councillors noted the report. 

b) Aldeburgh, Leiston and Saxmundham Community Partnership 
Minutes are not yet available.

c) Leiston Place Board 
It was reported that the next Place Board meeting is scheduled for 16 March 2026.  Councillor Last is unable to attend and it was agreed Councillor Corbett would stand in.

d) Leiston Market Square Update of Meeting held 9 March 2026
Councillor Cooper felt it was a positive meeting, and the presentation will be circulated once received.

e) Net Zero Leiston (NZL)
Councillors noted the minutes of the meeting held 11 February 2026.  Councillor Levermore advised Suffolk County Council are holding cycling events at the Live Well Hub and encouraged Council to support the promotion of these events along with Net Zero Leiston.

f) Leiston Library
Nothing to report.

g) Leiston Events Group (LEG)
Councillor Atherton reported LEG now have a committee and are working towards becoming a charity.  There is a new website, and several upcoming events have been arranged including a Car Show on 21 June and a Fun Day on 18 July where volunteers are
needed.   Plans are in place to hold a Christmas event, dates to be confirmed.  The first coffee morning is being held this coming Friday at the Community Centre, 10-12pm.


	213.
	Civic Matters/Events 

a) Council Regalia
After a short discussion, Councillor Corbett proposed Pendant A with dual fitting, which was seconded by Councillor Swift and agreed.

b) Cinema in the Park 2026 - 1 August 2026 
Plans for the event are going well, and the appropriate licences have been applied for.

c) Leiston Royal British Legion – Festival of Remembrance
Councillors noted the correspondence.  It was proposed by Councillor Last, seconded by Councillor Swift and agreed for the RBL to use the Film Theatre free of charge.

d) Phil Harle Annual Litter Pick, 9 May 2026
Councillor Last reminded councillors of the date and would welcome more volunteers.

e) Town Councils Conference 2026
Councillor Atherton reported on the Town Councils’ Conference held on 26 February 2026 included updates on the £1.5 million Thriving Places Fund available to small communities, a keynote speech from MP Jenny Riddell‑Carpenter highlighting the importance of supporting rural constituencies, and an address from East Suffolk Council Chief Executive on ongoing local government reorganisation. Two workshop sessions on Reorganisation and on Artificial Intelligence, were held during the event. Additional notes raised the potential retitling of Clerks to Executive Officers and emphasised the need for strong communication and visible community engagement in the face of upcoming changes.

f) Annual General Meeting and Towns Meeting 2025-2026 – 26th May 2026
Councillors noted the date.

g) Christmas Lights
Councillor Corbett advised the lights had finally come down and would investigate where they had been stored.  She suggested a working party to research a new look for this coming December and Councillors Geater, Dix and Trimmer volunteered to be part of the group.  The Clerk will circulate feedback from the Christmas lights survey.

h) Neighbourhood Watch
Councillors Swift and Atherton provided an update on the establishment of a new Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the Haylings Grove area. They reported strong engagement from local residents, with the majority signing up to the scheme, and signage now installed with appropriate permissions. The initiative has already helped strengthen community links, encourage communication between neighbours, and promote awareness of crime‑prevention measures. Councillors highlighted that joining or forming similar schemes elsewhere in the town is straightforward and encouraged wider participation from resident.




	214.
	Policies and Procedures 

a) Councillor Code of Conduct 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Levermore and agreed the Code of Conduct (no changes) be approved. 


	215.
	Planning Matters (Plans are available for viewing online at East Suffolk Council  https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/)

a) Planning Committee Notes of Meeting held 24 February 2026
Councillors noted the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held 24 February 2026.

b) Planning Applications 

DC/26/0307/FUL – Unit 16 Masterlord Industrial Estate, Station Road, Leiston, 
IP16 4JD
Construction of mezzanine floor to form office space
After a short discussion it was proposed by Councillor Motion, seconded by Councillor Swift and agreed to approve the application but request good fire safety management and support to Suffolk Fire and Rescue commentary due to the nature of activities carried out within the building.

DC/26/0653/FUL – 17 Buller Road, Leiston, IP16 4HA
Reconstruction of dilapidated rear extensions – internal renovation
It was proposed by Councillor Motion, seconded by Councillor Atherton and agreed to approve this application.

DC/25/4359/FUL – Beach View Holiday Park, Sizewell Common, Leiston, IP16 4TU
Dual use of land for agricultural use and for the installation of 5 mounted solar panel arrays providing 300 solar panels and kiosk and associated development to generate electricity of Beach View Holiday Park
It was proposed by Councillor Motion, seconded by Councillor Corbett and agreed to approve this application.

DC/26/0519/RG3 – Leiston Cemetery, Westbrook Drive, Leiston, IP16 4JE
Extension to existing cemetery in Leiston – Change of use from open space into a 3.5m driveway to connect up existing internal and external level access points.  Site to be used for burials and ash internments
It was proposed by Councillor Motion, seconded by Councillor Levermore and agreed to approve this application but request confirmation that the new access point from Westbrook is intended for pedestrian use only, not vehicular access.

DC/26/0082/FUL – 3 South Close, Leiston, IP16 4BD
Conversion and extension of existing two-storey semi-detached dwelling to 7 bed HMO
After a short discussion citing concerns regarding overdevelopment of the plot, potential loss of light to neighbouring properties and objections raised by the Local Highways Authority relating to parking and driveway arrangements it was proposed by Councillor Motion, seconded by Councillor Dix and agreed to refuse this application.



	216.
	County Matters

 Nothing raised.


	217.
	District Matters

Nothing raised.


	218.
	Correspondence 

a) Resident Letter, Abbey Road 
This has been raised with East Suffolk Council and SZC who are in direct contact with the resident.  A letter was sent to the resident.

b) Letter from MP Jenny Riddell-Carpenter – Support for Amendment 4 to Clause 47 of the Planning and Infrastructure Bill 
Councillors noted the letter for information.

c) Rose and Sweet William Club 
Councillors were pleased to note their successful grant application from SZC Community Fund.  The Mayor will send a letter of congratulations.

d) Royal British Legion Band Leiston 
Councillors were pleased to note their successful grant application from SZC Community Fund.  The Mayor will send a letter of congratulations.


		
	Questions to Mayor

Councillor Motion informed the Council that Hamilton Smith had circulated notice of a public meeting at Leiston Football Club later in the week, where Sizewell C accommodation and energy representatives would be present to discuss accommodation‑related issues.  This information had not previously been received by the Town Council.

Councillor Levermore enquired about arranging a councillor visit to the new Sizewell Visitor Centre, and the Mayor confirmed that contact would be made to schedule a suitable date once official opening arrangements were finalised.


	The meeting finished at 9.35pm

It was proposed by Councillor Corbett, seconded by Councillor Last and agreed that, under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be conducted. 

	
In Camera 
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