
   

Pre-meeting Reports 

14 May 2026 

 

242.  Scottish Power Renewables 
 
Scottish Power Renewables attended the meeting, with Community Liaison Officers Reecia 
Cullen and Will Sealy providing a brief update on progress for the East Anglia One North and 
East Anglia Two projects and responding to pre-submitted questions. They reported ongoing 
works at the Friston substation, including earthworks and imminent piling, and progress along 
the cable route, where haul road construction continues and HDD drilling is scheduled for June 
and September. They also addressed queries on traffic management at Blackheath Corner, 
Sizewell Gap Road, and Knodishall, confirmed details of community mitigation funds, outlined 
expected workforce and vehicle movements, and reassured residents that HGVs should not 
pass through Leiston except in rare police-escorted cases. They emphasised active 
coordination with Sizewell C on shared highway schemes and confirmed that local oak trees 
near the cable route will be protected and not felled. 
 
Members of the public asked whether SPR workers were local or brought in from elsewhere, 
and SPR confirmed the workforce is a mix of local and non-local staff, with some non-local 
workers staying in the town. Concerns were also raised about SPR vehicles using restricted 
routes, particularly pickups towing trailers; SPR agreed to check compliance with weight limits 
and requested that any further incidents be reported so they can investigate and act. 
 
Updates on works can be found at: 
https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/offshore/east-anglia/east-anglia-two/east-
anglia-two-document-library 

 
  
243. County Councillor  

 
The Mayor reported following Suffolk County Council election held 7 May 2026, Rachel 
Tecklenburg is the new County Councillor, an invitation will be extended to her to attend future 
Council Meetings . A letter of thanks will be sent to outgoing Councillor TJ Howarth-Culf. 
 

244. District Councillor 
 
District Councillor Katie Graham was in attendance and highlighted key points from her 
previously circulated report, including the launch of the East Suffolk Council Developers 
Charter Award to promote high-quality, sustainable development, and updates on major energy 
projects, with Sea Link now in its examination phase and LionLink progressing through 
environmental surveys. She confirmed she would follow up on the requested reactive sweep 
for Sizewell Gap Road, and reported that she is also pursuing a noise complaint relating to 
Sizewell C, raised by residents concerned about disturbance. Councillor Graham also outlined 
a coordinated, multi-agency approach to issues with dog control on Sizewell Beach, including 
new signage, potential PCSO patrols, and plans for a PAWS community event ahead of the 
school holidays. 
 

https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/offshore/east-anglia/east-anglia-two/east-anglia-two-document-library
https://www.scottishpowerrenewables.com/offshore/east-anglia/east-anglia-two/east-anglia-two-document-library


Residents raised concerns regarding out-of-hours working and dust emissions from Eastern 
Concrete. Councillor Graham requested that all relevant correspondence be forwarded to her 
so the matter can be escalated to Environmental Protection for investigation. 
 

245. Public Forum  
 
Nothing raised. 
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246. Apologies  

 
Apologies were received from Councillor Corbett, Councillor Levermore, Councillor Atherton 
and Councillor Trimmer. 
 

247. Declarations of Interest  
 
Councillor Last for Leiston Place Board, Councillor Geater for Personnel and Councillor Crisp 
for Community Land Trust. 
 

248. Minutes of the Meeting held 14 April 2026 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Last, seconded by Councillor Cooper and agreed the minutes 
of the meeting were a true record.    
 

249. Mayor’s Communications 
 
On 19 April 2026 I attended the dedication ceremony of the new upper storey of the Long Shop 

Museum which tells the story of the process of manufacture ‘From Thought to Thing’ focusing 

on the people who worked at Garretts to create the products that made the Garrett name. The 

gallery has been named The Cranbrook Gallery after the founder of the Museum who was the 

special guest of honour. 



Jenny Riddell-Carpenter MP and William Kendall, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk read the 

dedication and unveiled ‘The Cranbrook Gallery’ sign. I was invited to mention the commitment 

and enthusiasm of their volunteers and to celebrate two volunteer birthdays. Sheila Sorley their 

most senior volunteer and keystone of their Front of House who would mark her 90th birthday 

the following week. Also, to Jake Lambert their youngest volunteer who was 16 the day before. 

Last week I was very sorry to hear that Sheila had recently died. I sent my condolences to 

Fraser Hales and to those involved with the Long Shop Museum. 

On 22 April I attended with other Councillors a meeting at Haylings Pond to see the completed 

accessible pathway. Leiston Youth and Community Angling Society (LYCAS) had received a 

grant of £10,000 from the Sizewell C Community Fund for this project. Gary Whiting, Head 

Bailiff, David Buggs, Assistant Bailiff and Annie Voller, Grants Officer for the Sizewell C 

Community Fund also attended. 

As in previous years there will be an Annual Memorial Air Show at the Cakes and Ale Holiday 

Park on Sunday 24 May.  All Councillors are invited and I will lay a wreath on behalf of the 

Council. The event is also open to the public and will start promptly at 2.15 p.m. 

 
250. Assets  

  
a) Live Well Hub Update  

 
The Town Clerk reported improved management of provider attendance and cancellations 
at the Live Well Hub, with work progressing on data-sharing protocols. She noted the 
success of the recent Sizewell Creative exhibition and confirmed that a new Leiston Cancer 
Support Group is now meeting at the Hub. 
 

251. Open Spaces  
 

a) Minutes of Meeting held 28 April 2026  
Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2026 were noted, and next meeting: 28 July, 2.30pm, 
Waterloo Centre. 
 

b) King Georges Avenue, Flood Attenuation and Nature Space Project 
Engagement Event 20 April 2026 
The Town Clerk reported that engagement feedback for the King George’s Avenue 
Recreation Ground continues to be collected; and data from the associated flood-mitigation 
project will be made available. Summary findings to date indicate public interest in more 
natural landscaping, additional seating, and concerns regarding general upkeep around 
litter and graffiti.  

 
c) Dog Control on Sizewell Beach 

Item covered by District Councillor. 
 

252. Finance 
 
a) Accounts paid April and Month 1 Income and Expenditure 



It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Motion and agreed to 
approve the April Month 1 accounts along with monthly income and expenditure. 
 

b) Small Grant Applications 
 
Alde Valley Academy Young Carers 
 
Councillors noted the grant request from Alde Valley Academy for £215.40 to enable their 
young carers to go on a bowling trip. It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by 
Councillor Dix, and agreed to approve. 
 
Leiston Events Group, Summer Event 
 
Councillors noted the grant request from Leiston Events Group to help fund their Summer 
Event. It was proposed by Councillor Last, seconded by Councillor Morsley, and agreed to 
award a grant of £1,000.00. 

 
253. Infrastructure Working Groups  

 
a) Sizewell C (SZC) 

In the absence of Councillor Corbett, Councillor Hill read through the SZC update report. 
The Council noted that SZC aims to minimise contractor parking in Leiston, with park-and-
ride arrangements expected to reduce town centre traffic.  The Leiston Traffic and Transport 
Scheme remains on track for Q4, with further updates to follow pending working group 
discussions and traffic survey results. A reduction in HGV movements is anticipated in the 
coming months, alongside continued monitoring of road conditions, including Abbey Road. 
Ongoing rail upgrades, upcoming road changes, and link road works were acknowledged, 
as was progress on the Marine Bulk Import Facility, with measures in place to limit disruption 
to beach access. Concerns were raised regarding the impact of contractor accommodation 
in local villages and the effect of road closures on local businesses, with engagement 
planned with East Suffolk Council on available support funding. Landscaping proposals for 
new roundabouts, including the use of native species and autumn planting, were also noted. 

 
b) Energy and Infrastructure 

Councillors noted date of next Energy and Infrastructure meeting 19 May 2026, 4.30pm, 
Waterloo Centre. 

 
254. Highways 

 
a) Highways Committee 

Councillors noted date of next Highways Committee meeting, 19 May 2026, 3pm, Waterloo 
Centre. 

 
255. Outside Bodies  

 
a) Leiston Community Land Trust  

Previously circulated report noted. 
 

b) Aldeburgh, Leiston and Saxmundham Community Partnership  



The Mayor reported that the minutes from the most recent Community Partnership meeting 
will be circulated once available. Councillors noted the key updates, including confirmation 
of the annual Forum scheduled for 22 October, approval of the £4,800 grant for Suffolk 
Coastal Action Poverty, and the addition of a new Partnership priority focused on supporting 
young people. 

 
c) Leiston Place Board  

Councillors noted date of Next Place Board meeting, 11 June 2026. 
 
d) Leiston Market Square  

Town Clerk is waiting for confirmation for the date of the next meeting. 
 
e) Leiston Library 

Minutes of the Library Friends Group 23 April 2026 were noted. 
 

f) Leiston Events Group (LEG) 
No updates were reported. Planning for the Summer Event is progressing well. 

 
g) Net Zero Leiston (NZL)  

Minutes of the Net Zero Meeting held 15 April 2026 were noted. The Town Clerk reported 
that preparations are underway for Great Big Green Week in June. Planned activities 
include a repair café, bike-maintenance sessions, an orchard event, and a community film 
screening. 
 

256. Civic Matters/Events  
 
a) Cinema in the Park 2026 - 1 August 2026 

The Clerk reported that an alcohol licence application has been submitted for Victory Road 
Recreation Ground to cover forthcoming park events. An event management plan is also 
being developed in partnership with the Long Shop Museum.  
 

b) Phil Harle Annual Litter Pick, 9 May 2026 
Councillor Last reported a successful turnout for the event, noting that litter levels were 
noticeably lower than in previous years. 

 
c) Committees and Outside Bodies 

It was proposed by Councillor Motion, seconded by Councillor Dix, and agreed that the 
Finance Working Group be followed by the Personnel Committee, that Highways 
Committee to become Highways, Energy and Infrastructure Committee, and that the Assets 
Working Group be reconstituted as a committee.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Dix and seconded by Councillor Morsley and agreed that the 
meeting start time for Full Council remain at 6.45pm, with a 10-minute limit applied to any 
extensions to standing orders. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Swift, and agreed that all 
written reports be taken as read. 

 
d) Annual General Meeting and Towns Meeting 2025-2026 – 26th May 2026 

The date for the Annual General Meeting and the Town Meeting were noted. 



 
257. Policies and Procedures  

 

a) Data Protection and Information Policy 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Swift, and agreed that the 
Data Protection and Information Policy (noting the requirement of a new AI-policy) be 
approved. 
 

b) Health and Safety Policy 
It was proposed by Councillor Swift, seconded by Councillor Motion, and agreed that the 
Health and Safety Policy with no amendments be approved. 
 

c) Social Media Policy 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Geater, and agreed that the 
Social Media Policy, updated to include Live Well Hub and Visit Leiston accounts be 
approved. 
 

d) Accessibility Statement 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Geater, and agreed that the 
Accessibility Statement with no amendments be approved. 
 
 

258. Planning Matters (Plans are available for viewing online at East Suffolk 
Council  https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/) 
 
a) Planning Committee Notes of Meeting held 28 April 2026 

Councillors noted the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held 28 April 2026. 
 
b) Planning Applications  

No new applications requiring decision. 
 
The Town Clerk reported the application for the Land South of Red House Lane has just 
been received and will be an agenda item for the next Planning Meeting provisionally 
scheduled for 28 May at 6.30pm. 

 
 

259. Destination Leiston Project  
 
The Town Clerk confirmed that funding for the Destination Leiston Project has been confirmed. 
The next steps will include arranging a stakeholders’ meeting to bring partners together and 
ensure a collaborative approach as the project moves forward. 
 

260. County Matters 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Cooper, seconded by Councillor Morsley, and agreed that 
County and District Matters be removed as a standard agenda item. 
 

261. District Matters 
 
Nothing raised. 

https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/


 
262. Correspondence  

None. 
 

263. Questions to Mayor 
None. 
 

The meeting finished at 8.33pm 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Last, seconded by Councillor Swift and agreed that, under the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the Meeting on 
the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to public interest by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be conducted.  
 
In Camera  
  
Chair  _______________________________ 

 
  
Dated  _______________________________ 

  


