Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council

Council Offices, Main Street, Leiston, Suffolk, IP16 4ER
Tel: 01728 830388 | Email: townclerk@leistontowncouncil.gov.uk

PRE MEETING REPORTS

District Councillor

District Councillor Katie Graham was in attendance. Councillor Graham reported on the
rollout of the new waste and recycling service. She acknowledged early issues with the
first week of food-waste collections, which achieved a 70-80% completion rate, and
reassured residents that missed collections would be prioritised. She encouraged
residents to use the East Suffolk Council app for collection dates, reporting missed bins
and accessing local information. She also highlighted the new Community Energy
Scheme, which supports local groups in developing small-scale renewable energy
projects. In addition, she drew attention to a film being shown at the Leiston Film Theatre
at 6pm on Thursday as part of the Great Big Green Week programme, noting that it focuses
on a community-led renewable energy initiative similar to those being promoted locally.
Councillor Graham reported that Anglian Water had been making excessive use of storm
overflows, with notably high discharge levels into Leiston Beck. She encouraged
collaboration with the Deben Climate Centre to undertake local water-quality testing and
gather evidence for regulatory challenge.

A question was raised about where food waste was being taken for processing. Councillor
Graham confirmed that it was currently transported to facilities in Cambridgeshire and
Essex, where it is converted into biofuel and biofertiliser.

Concerns were expressed about the planned redecoration of public toilets at Sizewell
Beach car park during June, the busiest month for visitors. Councillor Graham agreed to
investigate whether the works could be rescheduled and asked for the details to be emailed
to her for follow-up.

Residents and councillors raised concerns about reduced parking enforcement,
particularly on the High Street, noting that officers had not been seen recently and that
illegal parking was increasing, partly due to the Sizewell outage. Councillor Graham
agreed to raise the issue with enforcement teams.

Public Session

Following questions from the public, representatives from two local businesses and the
Rapid Relief Team introduced themselves and offered practical support for community
projects, including litter-picking, path clearance, and potential donations. The Town Clerk
confirmed she had coincidentally recently met with a representative to discuss similar
opportunities and would continue coordinating with the group.

County Councillor

County Councillor Rachel Tecklenburg was in attendance and introduced herself, outlining
her long-standing personal and community links to Leiston. She expressed concern about
recent shop closures, infrastructure pressures, and the impact of roadworks on residents
and businesses.



Standing Orders were suspended at 7.30pm for ten minutes to allow the public
session to conclude (proposed by Councillor Last, seconded by Councillor Crisp).

Councillor Tecklenburg confirmed that she had received two questions in advance of the
meeting and provided responses to them.

Q1 In view of the SCC’s administration’s declaration of their intention to rescind on the
decision by SCC in 2019 to declare a Climate Emergency, may we have our Councillor’'s
reassurance that she will do all she can to support our residents in the face of the more
frequent incidents of high temperatures over recent years and those that are predicted for
the near future?

Q2 Do we have CliIr Tecklenburg's reassurance that the Saxmundham SEND school will
go ahead?

Councillor Tecklenburg responses are available on the Town Council website.

She also gave an additional update on the SEND Free School in Saxmundham, explaining
that the Department for Education had now formally recommenced the project and that the
earlier feasibility work was being reviewed and extended. While Suffolk County Council
would continue to contribute as the statutory commissioner of places, no opening date had
yet been confirmed, with the Department for Education advising that it may take a further
six to nine months to complete the feasibility stage before a full programme and timeline
can be issued.

MEETING OF LEISTON-cum-SIZEWELL TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE
COMMUNITY CENTRE ON TUESDAY 09 JUNE 2026 AT 7.34PM
Present: Clir Jo Atherton, Clir Tony Cooper, Clir Corbett (Mayor) Clir Andrew
Crisp, ClIr David Dix, Clir Susan Geater, Clir Trevor Hawkins, Clir
Jenifer Housego, Clir John Last BEM, Clir David Morsley, Clir Paul
Motion.
In attendance: Town Clerk, Minutes Clerk and 5 members of the public.

1. 26/27 To RECEIVE and CONSIDER apologies and to note absentees.

Apologies were RECEIVED and ACCEPTED from ClIr Trimmer and ClIr
Swift.

2. 26/27 To RECEIVE any declarations of interest.

Declarations of interest were RECEIVED from Clir Last for Leiston
Place Board and Clir Geater for Personnel.

3. 26/27 To APPROVE the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 26 May
2026.

SIGNED: (Chair)




4, 26/27
5. 26/27
SIGNED:

Council RESOLVED that the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held
on 26 May 2026 be APPROVED as a true record and signed by the
Mayor.

Proposed by: Clir Levermore, Seconded by: Clir Crisp.
To RECEIVE a report from the outgoing Mayor.

Council RECEIVED a report from the outgoing Mayor, which the Town
Clerk read out:

My Mayor’s reception was held at the Community Centre on Friday 15th
May and | was pleased to welcome Councillors and representatives
from various organisations in the community. A new Mayor’s Cup was
presented to the Rose and Sweet William Club for the volunteers who
run this Club for the over-60’s. | also had great pleasure in presenting
Bing Boast a former councillor who served for 18 years with The
Freedom of the Town the highest honour that the Town Council could
bestow. David Bailey a former councillor who served for 19 years was
also to receive the Freedom of the Town but unfortunately was not able
to attend. However, | was delighted to present him with this award on
26 May at the Annual Meeting.

On Sunday 26 May together with Clir Corbett, | attended the Annual
Leiston Airfield Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving at the
Cakes and Ale Holiday Park. | laid a wreath on behalf of the Council in
memory of the men of the United States Army Air Forces who flew from
Leiston Airfield and died in World War Il. Representatives from The
Royal British Legion, The Royal British Legion Band Leiston and 1379
Leiston Squadron took part. The event was well attended and included
a flying display.

On Monday 25 May | was invited to join the 1379 Leiston Squadron at
their training session when at the final parade a number of cadets
received promotion. | was pleased to attend and delighted that the
Mayor’'s Cadet Alex Clements was promoted to Flight Sergeant. | very
much hope that the link with the squadron will continue.

On the afternoon of Tuesday 26 May | went along to the Rose and
Sweet William Club. The members were not aware that the Club had
won the Mayor’s Cup and | was pleased to tell them about the cup and
to present it to the volunteers there on the day.

Finally, | would like to thank everyone for the support and friendship you
have given me during my time as a town councillor. It has been an
honour to serve the community of Leiston-cum-Sizewell.

To RECEIVE the Mayor’s report.

Council RECEIVED the Mayor's report. The Mayor read out her report:

(Chair)




ASSETS

6. 26/27

SIGNED:

As you might imagine, my diary hasn’t kicked in yet, so I've no events
or visits to report on this month. No doubt | will make up for it going
forward.

So, I'd like to take the opportunity to thank Councillors for electing me
to lead our Council for the next civic year and | promise to fulfil the role
to the best of my ability. We can all look forward to seeing some well
deserved outcomes start to take shape for Leiston. While we continue
to navigate the road closures, traffic lights and endless speed limits, the
next twelve months should see the start of a new road scheme, the
beginnings of a state of the art engineering college and, if we’re really
lucky, the launch of a new town centre development. We will start to
see some of the benefits the town deserves.

We have our Cinema in the Park event to look forward to and exciting
ideas are coming together for Leiston’s Christmas celebrations, thanks
to the Leiston Events Group. I’'m looking forward to us as councillors,
working together with our residents and other stakeholders to deliver
these exciting projects and events.

The next few years could see Leiston well and truly on the map in its
own right - and not just as the host parish for SZC.

But we mustn’t be complacent, we also have continuing challenges.
Firstly, an itinerant workforce vying for accommodation alongside our
own residents. It is our responsibility to do our best to ensure the needs
of our residents are not compromised. Our businesses too, need a
platform where they can work collaboratively as a united front to tackle
the issues facing every High Street while being at the centre of the
biggest infrastructure project in the land. Already, seeds are being sown
to rejuvenate our business association with a new approach, and we
can help.

And talking of seeds, we’re starting the civic year with Leiston’s
contribution to the Great Big Green Week. This initiative, steered by our
councillors, has brought like minds together and will celebrate the
diversity of the green spaces in our parish with activities to involve the
whole community, all summer long.

We have much to make us proud of Leiston, so let’s use our collective
energy to kick start a bright new era for the town.

To RECEIVE a verbal report from the Chair of the Assets Committee.

Council RECEIVED a verbal update from Clir Cooper following the
Assets Committee Meeting held 02 June 2026, minutes will be received
at the next full council meeting. He reported on planned improvements
to the Community Centre, including full redecoration of the kitchen and
ancillary areas, installation of a long-awaited fire door, and new blinds.

(Chair)




7. 26/27

The Town Clerk provided an update on discussions with Suffolk New
College regarding their proposed use of the Waterloo Centre,
confirming that Fairweather Law would be appointed to draw up the
necessary agreements.

To RECEIVE the Live Well Hub Leiston Update Report.

Council RECEIVED the Live Well Hub report.

OPEN SPACES

8. 26/27

FINANCE

9. 26/27

10. 26/27

SIGNED:

To RECEIVE the notes of the East Suffolk Services Ltd Meeting of 13
May 2026.

Council RECEIVED the notes of the East Suffolk Services Ltd Meeting
held 13 May 2026, with councillors commenting positively on the
productivity of the meeting.

Clir Last highlighted the importance of the Town Council having direct
input into the East Suffolk Council parking enforcement action plan,
noting that local knowledge of persistent problem areas and the impact
of the Sizewell outage must inform any proposed measures.

To support this, the Town Clerk was asked to invite Eamonn Cullinan
the officer leading the parking work at East Suffolk Council to attend the

next meeting of the Highways Committee so that councillors can
contribute formally to the development of the action plan.

To APPROVE the Internal Audit Report from Heelis and Lodge.
Council APPROVED the Internal Audit Report from Heelis and Lodge.
Proposed by: Clir Levermore, Seconded by: Clir Atherton.

To APPROVE and SIGN the Annual Governance and Accountability
Report (AGAR) 2025-2026.

Council APPROVED the Annual Accounts.
Proposed by: Clir Motion, Seconded by: Clir Cooper.

Council APPROVED the Annual Governance and Accountability Report
(AGAR) 2025-2026.

Proposed by: Clir Motion, Seconded by: Clir Morsley.

The Mayor and the Town Clerk duly signed the AGAR report which will
be duly submitted to the external auditor PKF Littlejohn.

(Chair)




11. 26/27

12. 26/27

To APPROVE the payments list for May (Month 2) 2026.

Council APPROVED the Month 2 accounts along with Monthly income
and expenditure.

Proposed by: Clir Cooper, Seconded by: Clir Motion.

To RECEIVE the notes of the Finance Working Group Meeting 03 June
2026 and CONSIDER any recommendations — Clir Levermore.

Council RECEIVED the notes of the Finance Working Group held 03
June 2026.

Council CONSIDERED the recommendation from the Finance Working
Group to open two new bank accounts: (Hinckley & Rugby Building
Society and Cambridge Building Society), with £120,000 to be
deposited in each. Signatories to be Clir Tony Cooper, Clir Selena
Levermore, Clir Paul Motion, and Mrs Caroline Rinder (RFO).

Council RESOLVED that these accounts be opened.
Proposed by: ClIr Levermore, Seconded by: ClIr Atherton.

The Council CONSIDERED the recommendation of the Finance
Working Group, following Clir Hill’s retirement, to remove CliIr Hill as a
bank signatory on the Council’'s accounts and to add Clir Paul Motion,
and RESOLVED to proceed with the mandate changes.

HIGHWAYS, ENERGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE WORKING GROUPS

13. 26/27

14. 26/27

15. 26/27

SIGNED:

To RECEIVE the notes of the Highways Committee Meeting held 19
May 2026.

Council RECEIVED the notes of the Highway Committee Meeting held
19 May 2026.

To RECEIVE the SZC Update Report.

Council RECEIVED the SZC update report. An update was given on
recent unannounced rail movements over the bank holiday weekend.

Sizewell C Works Tracker - Track SZC Projects & Get Alerts for New
Activities

To RECEIVE update report on the Leiston Scheme Working Group held
21 May 2026.

Council RECEIVED the update on the Leiston Scheme Working Group

held 21 May 2026. The Mayor reported that she is still awaiting the
promised slide deck from SZC and is chasing.

(Chair)



https://www.szcworkstracker.co.uk/
https://www.szcworkstracker.co.uk/

CIVIC MATTERS AND EVENTS

16. 26/27

To RECEIVE update report on Cinema in the Park Event 01 August
2026.

Council RECEIVED an update from the Town Clerk on the Cinema in
the Park event on 01 August. The Town Clerk reported strong progress
on preparations. Alcohol licence has been granted.

PLANNING MATTERS

17. 26/27

18. 26/27

To RECEIVE the notes of the Planning Committee 28 May 2026.

Council RECEIVED the notes of the Planning Committee held 28 May
2026.

To CONSIDER the following planning applications:

The Red House
Red House Lane
Leiston Suffolk
IP16 4LR

DC/25/4971/LBC
RECONSULTATION

Listed Building Consent - Conversion of R
Farmhouse and two barns to 5no. dwellir
access and gardens. Minor alterations prt
floor plans and elevations of the Listed Bi
retention of works already undertaken
Conversion of Red House Farmhouse and
5n0. dwellings, associated access and gar
alterations proposed to the floor plans ar
of the Listed Building, and retention of w
undertaken

The Red House
Red House Lane
Leiston Suffolk
IP16 4LR

DC/25/4970/FUL
RECONSULTATION

Council CONSIDERED applications  DC/25/4971/LDC  and
DC/25/4970/FUL and RESOLVED to APPROVE the applications
subject to Highways concerns being satisfied.

CORRESPONDENCE

19. 26/27

PERSONNEL

20. 26/27

SIGNED:

VJ Day Commemoration 15 August 2026.

An invitation was received to attend the VJ Day commemoration on 15
August. The Mayor noted she would be unavailable.

To RECEIVE update on the Deputy Town Clerk Designate.

Council RECEIVED an update on the Deputy Town Clerk Designate
vacancy. The Town Clerk confirmed her intention to retire in May next
year and updated councillors on recruitment for a Deputy Town Clerk
(Designate), with interviews scheduled for 23 June.

(Chair)



https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KKQXFYG00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KJQXFYF00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KJQXFYF00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KJQXFYF00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KJQXFYF00&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T7Q6KJQXFYF00&prevPage=inTray

21. 26/27 Questions to Mayor.

Clir Cooper raised concerns about the need to convene the Christmas
Lights working group promptly. The Mayor confirmed she intended to
gather the group immediately after the meeting to set a date.
Councillors also asked about progress on the Market Square project,
with the Town Clerk confirming a meeting is scheduled for Thursday.

Town Clerk advised Council that the current Vacancy to Councillor
following ClIr Hill retirement cannot be filled by Co-option and is waiting
for Notice of By Election from East Suffolk Council.

The meeting CLOSED at 8.10pm

SIGNED:

(Chair)




