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Sealink

As you are aware, the planning Inspectorate concluded its examination of National
Grid’s DCO application on Tues 5" May. It is anticipated the Secretary of State for Energy
Security and Net Zero will make a decision in November 2026.

| have contacted SCC dept for Growth, Highways & Infrastructure and asked for an
update on the current position and communications regarding Sealink & SZC.

SZC

e Upcoming Forums: Main development Site 8" July, Northern Transport 5™
August. Please submit any questions through the usual channels.

e |attended SZC Southern Transport Forum 3™ June and met with Richard Knight
Senior Community Relations Manager Governance. Issues with lack of clear
signposting for A12 exits at Friday Street Roundabout were reported with lorries
and cars driving round and not being sure where to exit. This has animpacton
local Tourism as this is the “first visual” of the area for holiday makers and
tourists visiting from the A12 South.

e SZC are aware of large, planned events such as Aldeburgh Carnival, and will be
reducing their lorries on days where these are planned. Please notify them of any
other smaller unofficial events where the impact of the Traffic movements may
be detrimental and they will consider.

e Park & Rides, Landscaping will commence in appropriate seasons (Winter
planting for Trees), the number of spaces will increase as demand increases,
currently 80.

SZC Traffic Management
A12 Closures
Yoxford

The A12 and B1122 (Middleton Road) will be closed at the following times for works
related to the new roundabout:

Weekend closure from 8pm Friday 19 June to 5am Monday 22 June

Night-time closures from 8pm-5am, Friday 26 June to Sunday 28 June (ending 5am
Monday 29 June).



The A12 diversion route is A14, A140, A143, A146, A12 and vice versa. The B1122
diversion route B1122, B1069, A1094, A12 and vice versa.

Friday Street

The A12/ A1094 will be closed from 8pm to 5am on the nights of the 10 and 11 June
2026 for resurfacing works. The diversion route will be

A12 Diversion Route: A1152, B1069, A1094, B1069, B1122 and vice versa
A1094 Diversion Route (South): A1094, B1069, A1152, A12
A1094 Diversion Route (North): A1094, B1069, B1122, A12

There are likely to be further nighttime closures of the A12 and A1094 in July to facilitate
resurfacing works. Dates will be communicated when confirmed.

Stratford St Andrew

The A12 south of Stratford St Andrew will be closed at nights (8pm to 6am) from Friday 3
to Monday 6 July 2026, ending 6am on Monday 6 July, for a water mains diversion. The
diversion route is A12, A1094, B1069, A1152, A12.

Marlesford

A12 closures at Marlesford are likely in Q3 2026 subject to relevant permissions to being
granted.

Darsham

There are likely to be nighttime closures of the A12 at Darsham in Q3 and Q4 2026
associated with the pedestrian crossing works. Dates will be communicated when
confirmed.

B1122 Closures

Leiston

This weekend planned closure scheduled for 8pm 5 June to 5am 8 June on the
B1122 (Abbey Road) has been cancelled.

From 9pm 12 June to 5am 15 June the B1122 (Abbey Road) will be closed from Potter’s
Street to Eastbridge Road, and the western end of Eastbridge Road will also be closed.

Abbey Road (B1122) Diversion: B1122, A12, A1094, and B1069

Lover’s Lane Diversion: King George’s Avenue and B1122 Abbey Road
Eastbridge Road Diversion: Church Lane and Onner’s Lane will have an advisory one-
way system to aid traffic flow between Eastbridge and Theberton.



Yoxford to Theberton

The B1122 will be closed for weeknights from 26 May to mid-June forimprovements,
with the closure moving from the western end of the B1122 to the east. The diversion
route is B1122, B1069, A1094, A12, and vice versa. There are likely to be several weeks
of further weeknight closures following the summer holiday period. We will continue to
provide updates on the works tracker including more specific details when they are
available.

SEND - please see attached separate Press release issues jointly by SCC and Norfolk
and Suffolk Integrated Board

Other News

LGR
Council challenges legality of Government’s Suffolk reorganisation plans
e Secretary of State has until 12 June to respond to pre action letter
e Ministers may have overstepped their legal powers
e Government failed to follow the proper legal process
Suffolk County Council has formally warned the Government it will seek a judicial

review unless Ministers withdraw plans to reorganise local government in Suffolk.

The move follows the Government’s decision, announced in March 2026, to replace the
current county, district and borough councils in Suffolk with a new system of unitary
councils.

In its pre action letter, the council sets out concerns that the decision is unlawful and
should be withdrawn.

The council argues that the proposal goes beyond the Secretary of State’s legal powers
and does not follow the statutory process set out in legislation. It also says the
decision departs from the Government’s own published criteria without clear
justification.

The council has asked the Secretary of State to explain how the decision was reached,
including the analysis behind it, and to withdraw the proposal.



If a satisfactory response is not received, the council will consider initiating formal
judicial review proceedings.

Councillor Michael Hadwen, Leader of Suffolk County Council, said:

“Suffolk cannot be forced into a costly and chaotic reorganisation on the basis of a
flawed process.

“The decision to take this action is about protecting Suffolk from expensive and
unnecessary upheaval.

“Residents elected us less than a month ago to reform local government in Suffolk. We
were clear before the election that we do not support reckless local government
reorganisation by the Government, and that we would take all possible steps to
protect residents and taxpayers’ money. That’s what we’re doing.

“We are therefore calling on the Government to listen, reconsider its approach, and
abandon its plans. Any decision about the future of Suffolk must be made
properly and transparently. We believe this proposal fails on these key tests.”

Suffolk County Council News Release
Thursday 4 June 2026

Families in Suffolk urged to claim Healthy Start support

Families across Suffolk are being encouraged to check if they are eligible for the Healthy
Start Scheme, a national programme supporting pregnant women and families with
young children.

Payment levels for the scheme have recently increased, putting more money into the
hands of those who need it most as well as providing access to healthy food, milk and
vitamins.

Despite strong progress locally, with uptake in Suffolk rising from 50% in 2022 to 77% in
2024, over 1,000 eligible families in the county are still not claiming the support
available to them. This means an estimated £1 million over four years is currently going
unclaimed.

Councillor June Mummery, Cabinet Member for Cabinet Member for Coastal Affairs,
Communities and Public Health, said:

“l am pleased to see payments for the Healthy Start Scheme increase, giving families



even more support during those crucial early years. However, we know there are still
many eligible families in Suffolk who are missing out. We would strongly encourage
anyone who thinks they might qualify to check and apply this support can make a real
difference to both family budgets and children’s health.”

From April 2026, weekly payments have risen to:
e £4.65 per week for those who are more than 10 weeks pregnant
e £9.30 per week for children under one year old
e £4.65 per week for children aged one to four years

The payments are added to a prepaid Healthy Start card every four weeks and can be
spentin a wide range of shops, including supermarkets, convenience stores and market
stalls.

Each eligible family can receive around £1,000 over the first four years of a child’s life,
helping to cover the cost of essentials such as milk, fruit, vegetables, pulses and infant
formula. For families with more than one young child, the support available could
amount to several thousand pounds over time. The scheme also provides access to free
vitamins to support healthy development.

Suffolk County Council is working alongside district and borough councils across
Suffolk to raise awareness of the scheme locally and help ensure eligible families
access the support available to them. Some eligible residents may be contacted by
their local council with information about support to help them apply.

The scheme is open to those who are at least 10 weeks pregnant or have a child under
four, and who are receiving certain benefits such as Universal Credit, Income Support or
income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance. Some groups, including pregnant under-18s, may
also qualify regardless of benefits.

Eligible families can also collect free Healthy Start vitamins from Suffolk Family Hubs,
and additional support is available for some families who are not eligible for public
funds.

Residents can quickly check their eligibility and apply online at
www.healthystart.nhs.uk, or call the Healthy Start helpline on 0345 607 6823 for
support, including translation services.



Suffolk businesses to benefit from expanded apprenticeship support scheme

Staff and businesses in Suffolk are set to benefit from new apprenticeship
opportunities, with extra support now available to help employers recruit and upskill
their workforce.

The expanded Levy Support Scheme allows large employers which pay the
apprenticeship levy, to transfer levy funds to other businesses. This reduces or removes
apprenticeship training costs - opening the door to new recruitment and training
opportunities.

Suffolk County Council is working in partnership with Apprenticeships Norfolk to build
on the proven success of their Levy Support Scheme, which has seen more than £6
million transferred to over 280 businesses, supporting nearly 660 apprenticeship starts
across Norfolk.

Funding being pledged by employers will directly support local economic growth and
strengthen supply chains, helping employers invest in the local skills they need.

Cllr Vicky Armstrong, Suffolk County Council’s cabinet member for finance,
economic development and efficiency, said:

“Suffolk residents should have access to good employment opportunities close to
home.

“This is a fair and commonsense approach that will make better use of existing funding,
help more local people start or progress in their careers and support the businesses
that make our communities strong.”

The scheme is backed by Suffolk Chamber of Commerce, local further and higher
education providers, and a wide network of employers committed to strengthening the
county’s skills pipeline.

Several major employers, including East Coast College and Suffolk County Council,
have already pledged or are in the process of pledging unused levy funding as part of the
scheme.

Micro-businesses and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), who make up the
majority of Suffolk’s economy, stand to benefit the most, with levy transfers helping to
remove financial barriers to training.

The funding will help staff take on higher-level training and gain professional
qualifications that might otherwise have been out of reach.

Employers benefiting from the Norfolk scheme report that this has strengthened skills
within their teams and improved staff retention.



Leanne Gittins, member of the Suffolk Business Board, said:

“Developing a highly skilled workforce is central to Suffolk’s long-term economic

ambitions.

“This established and successful scheme brings employers and training providers
together in a practical, low-risk way, opening up more apprenticeship opportunities and
helping local people gain the skills needed for the jobs of today and tomorrow.”

Businesses interested in pledging unused levy funding can find further information
through the Levy Support Scheme on the Apprenticeships Norfolk website.

Suffolk businesses seeking advice on apprenticeships and skills support can contact
the Apprenticeships Suffolk Team at apprenticeships@suffolk.gov.uk

END

Thank you for your continued Support
Cllr Rachael Tecklenberg

Aldeburgh & Leiston



