Questions to SCC Pre-LTC meeting 8™ June 2026

Q1 Inview of the SCC " s administration" s declaration of their intention to rescind on the
decision by SCC in 2019 to declare a Climate Emergency, may we have our Councillor™ s
reassurance that she will do all she can to support our residents in the face of the more
frequentincidents of high temperatures over recent years and those that are predicted
for the near future?

We have a higher-than-average number of residents over the age of 85 and from 75-84
years, (Suffolk Observatory) the two highest groups for mortality due to heat (UK Health
Security Agency).

Ourresidences, care homes, GP clinics and hospitals need help to make themselves
more resilient for future heatwaves, with temperatures set to rise by 2 degrees above
pre-industrial levels by 2050 (Climate Change Committee).

And, of course, flooding is also an issue.

Answer:

| fully recognise the risks that periods of extreme heat can present, particularly for older
residents, those with underlying health conditions, and people living in homes that are
vulnerable to overheating. Suffolk has a larger-than-average older population, and itis
entirely appropriate that we continue to consider how public services, care settings,
communities and infrastructure can become more resilient to future heatwaves.

The decision being considered by Suffolk County Council regarding the 2019 Climate
Emergency declaration should not be interpreted as a withdrawal from environmental
stewardship or from practical measures that improve resilience and quality of life for
Suffolk residents. The Council remains committed to protecting and enhancing
biodiversity, safeguarding and improving green spaces, and exploring ways to improve
public transport across our county.

Equally, we will continue to support initiatives that deliver tangible benefits for residents
and businesses. Where schemes are cost-neutral, self-financing, or provide clear
economic and environmental benefits, there remains a strong case for supporting
them.



A good example is the Switch Together Suffolk programme. Supported by Suffolk County
Council and all district and borough councils since 2018, the scheme enables residents
and small businesses to access competitively priced solar panels, battery storage and,
more recently, air source heat pumps through a council-backed group-buying model.
The programme is not grant-funded and relies on private investment by participating
households. Since its launch, it has facilitated more than 2,650 solar installations, over
2,000 battery installations and around £22.8 million of resident investment across
Suffolk. Initiatives such as this can help households improve energy efficiency, manage
energy costs and strengthen local economic activity.

Water resilience is another area where practical environmental action remains
important. Suffolk County Council has worked closely with the East Suffolk Water
Abstractors Group (ESWAG), which represents major water users across East Suffolk,
particularly within agriculture. Through partnerships such as Felixstowe Hydrocycle and
Reclaim the Rain, the Council has supported innovative approaches to improving long-
term water security and resilience, which will become increasingly important as
pressures on water resources grow.

With regard to overheating in homes, it is worth noting that this is a challenge that has
developed over many years and is not unique to Suffolk. For decades, national housing
and energy policy has understandably focused on reducing heat loss in winter through
improved insulation and greater airtightness. While these measures bring significant
benefits, they can also increase overheating risks during hotter summers if buildings are
not designed with adequate shading, ventilation and cooling strategies. The issue
became sufficiently significant that the UK Government introduced new overheating
regulations for new homes in England through Building Regulations Part O in 2022,
specifically to address overheating risks in residential buildings.

The challenge, therefore, is not simply about climate policy; it is also about housing
design, planning, public health and adaptation. Many of the homes in which people now
experience overheating were built long before overheating standards existed, while even
some more recent homes were designed primarily around winter energy performance
rather than summer comfort.

Suffolk County Council will continue to support practical and evidence-based
measures that help residents adapt to changing weather patterns, improve resilience in
public services and infrastructure, and protect vulnerable people during periods of
extreme heat.

My focus will remain on supporting policies that deliver measurable benefits for Suffolk
residents, represent good value for taxpayers, and help ensure our communities are
resilient, healthy and prepared for future challenges.



Q2

Do we have Cllr Tecklenburg’ s reassurance that the Saxmundham SEND school will go
ahead?

I have written to Cllr Gould, cabinet member for Education and SEND and will update
with aresponse in due course.

Rachael Tecklenberg

SCC Aldeburgh and Leiston



